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TO THE RIGHT VER. 
tuous renowned, arid for angellike rule 


ouer their owne pasſible tender affections 


in lawfull delights, more ſpecially reſpecled Ladies: The La: 
> Katherine Counteſſe ot Huntingdon, and the La: Margaret 
Counteſſe of Cumberland, and vnto Sr. Francis Haltinges, 
and Sr: The: Smith, honorable chriſtians & Knights. Tho; 
Sawile wiſheth a continuall practiſe of their knowledge 
in the miſterie of reconciliation, vntill they be compacted 
into the Mrs. buitding , and Really vnited vnto 
Chriſt, that finally they maybe where he is, 
and haue their icy full: | 


77 OST Honorable LLa:&you worthily regarded Kniæhts, 
IF il did know any creatures cõparable vnto your ſelues, 
for Chriſtian cariage and profeſſion of Reliꝑ ion in the 
LI like me: ſure, vnto thoſe ſurely | would direct this my 
poorelobor & publiſh their examples, whereby I might direct o- 
thers 8 by that ſtar to the wiſemeꝝ to take view ot ſuch ſhining lights 
as ſhould beget a deſire in the beholders, co be cof\rined thervato, 
euen to find the babe and glotifie the eucrlaſting God, who inhabi- Mar, 3. 
teth the heauent in neuer ending glory: Beſides this it may not bede · 
nyed. but your hon ors fauors ot diuers ſoris afforded vmo me bath 
in ptiſon and abroad, haue iuftly deſerued tlie deepeſt offices. of all 
my 4 And ſince the Lord bath pleaſed ſo to ſhake 
ill my outward indowmentsas nothing therin may be found azcep= 
able to preſent 22 ami mi memoriam, yer letit pleaſe vou that [ 
ofler a pofie of ſuch fragrant flowers as I gathered in the Lords own 
ſpiritual garden of my mott „ which that lame = 
very cenſure of wſ:dowe hath my thinkes a wonderfull ſoueraigne wiſdom. 3 
taſte. ſot diuerting all infections of that eontagious diſcontentment 
which doth accompany mortalitie in all men. They ſeeine forlaken 
(aith he) but their hope is fulbof nnmortalit e: What is that? The 
next Vordes explaine, in Og they bee reſtrained: But in 
if your Ho: LLa: and you Chri- 
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2 ching they be rewarded: 
Knights pleaſe, to ſearch by way of meditation, why man was 


ey „ 
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Creed yr readty Aut of yolrownediyly oxerciles, 
ener u God their Crestot. 8 
The gentielonsg ſuffring preſeruer of heaven and earth: Iſy unte 


Chriſ. ſt. thee fer th: very gentlines ( [aith a father) to bee intreated: But how 
ſhall they ſerne him without knowledge of his name They erred 


Pfal 95: ſauh the Lord becauſe they did na krow my maies, And how ſhall this 

knowledge eomabut by Faith? and how Faith but by the · worde 
Rom. ro. preached And how know they this faith, but by experience? And 
1 Pet. 67 how commeth experiente but by triall, and howgriall bue by afflic- 
Ro: 5. 4* tions. Tribulation ſaith Tb apoſile worketh patience and patience hope, 


ccc. So that affliction is as the ſchoole or Academy, wherin the beſt 
Theſ. 3. ſchollers. (by rendering & exerciſes) be appointed and prepared to 


cõmencements of the dietie by making familiar their receiued for- 
mer rudiments of ordinarie diſcipline and changes. Now how diſ- 


taſting this is vnto y world, ho regorge pleaſures & profits, till hey 
ſurſit, it ſkilletrnotꝛ Ch iſt ſaith vnto lohn his Diſciples, The poore 


Mir: 11. receiue the Goſpell, which worde (Poore) in that place Ithinkedoth 
29. ſigniſie the meaneſt ſort in eſtate and knowledge becauſe I fiud op- 
Iaiah, poſition in that Chapter verſe 35. I thankethee O father, that thou 
but. Fat hid -cheſe thinges fro mthe wiſe and prudent, and haſt opened 

them vnto Babes. Heere ſeemeth a double. warrant to cleere all 


doubts that the Goſpell at it is init ſelfe Serme cracis, ſo alfliclion by. 
” 


weynedeſtate; doth moſt ſurely accompany the profeſſors theres 
according to the meaſure of theirdefire tobe changed, and the Lordo 
ſe to ſhine in them: But whatif the world (for all theiſe) doe 


Ioh. 7.4. feorne ſo open truth? Then do I anſwere, that the Iewes diſputed | 


euen ſo, when they ſaid; Why doe none of che rulers beleeue in him, 
Toh. » 2, Thenwhich there was neuer any thing more groſe and inſulſe: For 
42. 43. the worde it ſelfe giueth a xeaſon ae bim (Viz) For 
fears to looſe their places in the Sinagogue. 
loued the praiſe of men more then the praiſe. ef God. Thus hau 
Job cleared in ſhort, as by way of abſtract, or poſt · ſeript the crow ofaf- 
os 12. ſfiction by ſo plaine and opemdemonſtration; of the ſacred 


28. which ſhall indge at the laſt day, I do dedicate this pooreexer 


the caule nd end of matt creation? was to giue obedience vnto the 


alſo becauſe they 
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out of my very loue, and for a ſetuice vnto you haue perfonages 
who are able to diſcerne the truth of that] write: wherein T offer at 

a motius for all men to indure: my owne particular ſuffrings open- 

ly and cauſeleſſely orphaned with my many Cl ildren by violence 
iaflicted, euen ſo far as ifthe worlde had no other preſident of tie 
Lordes watch ouer his vine. (Behold faith Tfaiah, 1 the Lord doe 
watchouer my vine, yea day and night do I watch leaſt any man 
aſſaile it, )yet that the Lord hath preſerued and fed my molt vnwor- 
thy ſelfe, thieſe many yeeres as by Rauers, by your reſpected LLa: 
mirrours of Religion and vertue, and by that euer renow med wor- 
thy one, the La: Anne Counteſſe of Warwick;, 3s Pharoahs daugh- 


ters taken me out ofthe Reade — — ſinne, and put-. Exo. 2 


ting me to Nurſe into the ſchoole of afflictions and grace. This I, 
ſay may remaine as a monument for euer to cpenly announce the 
truth of his name in that hee is called wonderfull, . 


An afflicted ſeruant of her late moſt ſacred Maieſtie 
5 Queene Elizabeth, 
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will remoue the block out of their way, oi lift vp their weake Ingges 


To the Chriſtian Rea der. 
= HE Life of Chriſtians is fitly called a way becau% 


D. 

as trallaylers do ſometimes erre, ſometimes tumble, 
ſometime ſlide, and ſomtimes fall, fo chriſtians wans 
der in the plaine fields of tais world, following the 
broad path of ſinne, and forget ing the ſtrait and nar- 
row way of piety, and grace, or clſe taken vniuſt occaſion to ſtumble 
through their owne weakencs,cyther at tlie ſeueritie or divine com- 
mended life, or the euill examples of {ume other erring, and ſinning 
brethren in the Church, or ſlide and ſhrink at che af flictions wliich 
accompany vnfained deuotion and god ines, becauſe they cannct 
tarry in hopefull expectation of comfort and red: eſſe, vntil the clou- 
dy night of ſorrowiull aduerſitie be ouerpaſſed. and the ſunne-ſh = 
ning fauor of peace grace and mercie ſrom God the Father ligh:en 
their darkenes, through leſ#s Chriſt: or elſe fali flat downe vnder 

the deſire of tlie — world, ouer burdeped with the diſtruſtfull 
worldly cares ca n them by Sathan: and ſo lie giouelling in the 
myre of humaine infirmitie. Diſtaine the pure wedding garment 


* which Chriſtes Goſpell hath cloathed them witha l. This beeing 


the vn-· auoidable lot of many of God his deare Children, it is a 
world to thinke how wonderfully good mindes ( though wea ke) 


lye d rawing theirlaft breath bet 1xt hope and feare, ſleepe and Ma- 


king, perſcuerauee and oppoſtaſie, liue perplexed: ſeeking and caling 


for direction, eyther meet with no man to ſet them in the right way, 


when they have erred, or elſe by reaſon of their owne blindnes can- 


not follow the right path they are ſet in, having no guides to holde 
them by the hand, or if they — ſtumbled, there is no man that 


of knowledge and vnderſtanding ouer that daunger, neyther ſtay. 
their ſliding, comfort them ſorrowing, vpholde them falling, or 
raiſe them vp beeing flat on their backes, in worldly and humaine 
weakenes Thou ſhalt therefore finde in this ſucceeding Treatiſe, 
a continuall demenſtration of this miſery, and a faithfull and ſtrong 
hand to help thee in all theſe aduerſities, ſo that by good vſe it may 
proue as good to thy ſoule, as the angell that brought Peter out of 


priſon, looſing his bands and opening the yron gates, gs 
the 


_ TotheChriftian Reader. 
the eyerof all che watchmen, till hee was perfectly delivered and 


recouercd from bodily thraldome: Onely I pray God that no in- 
firmitie, ſhame diſdatne, incredulitie, labour or temptation, whatſo- 


euer, hinder thy deſired recouet y, that readeſt and wiſhell theday of 


thine owne and Churches fafety, foretold by the Prophet Ioel, Icra- 
falem fhaibe all bily andthe pro {rail paſſe by her no more, and L 
wiſh that thou maiſt more deepely affect this Treatiſe, becauſe the 
author doth profeſſe himſelfe to bee no ſcholler, nor writing from 
conference or counſell with any, but being recoueredwith variety of 
heavy frelinges in his ſmarting indured changes, «s that ſame callin 

(ſpoken of (by Chriſt Ieius before Magiſtrates. Math; 10. Did humbly 


heſecech the Lord for hap, Wherevpon he writ that which was inthe 


very inſtant miniſlredvnto him, euen the ſeeret hidden Wiſedome, & 
ineltimable worth of the miſtery in afflictions which the Angels de 
fire io behold. 1 Pet: 1. 12: So manifeſting vnto the world, that the 
corre ions of the meeke, induring by patience, and ſilence, are e- 
uer accompanied with that vpholding , illuminating, and inſtrut- 
ing ſtaff: and grace of God, cuen to make them partakers of his ve- 
ry holincs, by ſenceof a continuall diſcipation of hindrances, and 
ſtreaming comfort miniſtred vnto them in due ſeaſon, warranted by 
the laſt writing of the worde. Reuel: 23. 1.2. 3. Bebold there ſpal- 
be no more curſe , Butthe tir mne of Godt and che Lambe, ſbalbe in the 
rizer of pure Mater, and his ſernant ſtall ſerne lim, Euem ſo Amen, 
Come Lord Ieſus quickly 
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The Rayſing of, them that are fallen 


IR, I thanke you: you are as good as 
>| your promiſe, for tiat you {aid you would 
not be long from me. GC It is true Sir, 
ney ther that I would forget you in ab- 
ſence, K. And haue you remembred me? 
G. Vees ind:ede, eucn {> deeply, as to 
taxe iy ſelfe blame-worthy, both be- 
fore God & wan, for neglect of duty vnto 
| you euen in the higheſt degree. K. what 
in the conference? G. Tecs in good earneſt. K How ſhould thac 
de? Gent: Nay how ſhould it not hc? that we who hauing recei- 
ued experience by the prelen: aſſiſting grace of God, to.make vs 
wade through ſuch a red ſea of prophane & carnall humors opening 
way to find our corruptions, and the redreſſe thereof: nay and to 
feele his preſence, by wonderful workes ſealed with the teares of 
our eyes, in the aſſured {weetenes of his truth and worde not onely 
To bo a ſauaꝛ of life vnto vs, but verꝑ lit: it lelfe in death. light in 
darkuss, I ſay who wold not for a fauor oi to hizh price haue giuen 
thankes, & in aged tnemſelues by open bond of acknowledgment, 
vnto a laſting vow of preparation, andobed:ence whiles they lived? 
K. why: we did ſo: G. that we did not: K. I prove e did by the 
example of the Yiebzew ſeruant Ex. the rxj. G. I thinke no ſuch 
thing: that was ſpoken and remembred to our ſhame and by way 
ot — our open defanilt for not doing as he did, and he (hall 
witnes againſt vs. K. I thought otherwiſe: G. no no, there v pon & 
by that very example e ſhould haue vnfoulded our perticular open 
wants in the feelings ofreceiued grace, * haue made a perticular 
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agelby way of conference)how we ſhould eſcape that we were not 
Found Mort of the poore Hebrews example? wee ſhould haue coniu- 
red all our faculties te giue their conſent how we might oblige our 
ſelues in an irre- vocable rule of holy labor and ſtrife for obedience 
in our ſelues, to excite others and ſo ſecond the poore Hebrewes 
example, to goe io the poſt of Gods lawe and there in our owne per- 
ſons deſigned, to beregiltred amongſt thoſe who having remem- 
bred the maſtres demaund, To lone him withall our harts ſonlos 
and ſpirits , haue offred our fealty vnto his ſacred ſegniorye and 
engaged our ſelues perpetually to erect alters to celebrate his glory, 

-oodnes, and loue, whileſt we lined K. Indeed butyou are to au- 
flere in this point for we did acknowledg the goodnes of God agour 
happy Phiſition, and wee confoſſed the admiration of his loue &c, 
G. very true but who offred or payed: his required fee? wee reſem- 
Bled the begger? who receiuing almes wilbleſſe, and give good words 
but let the Iuſtice enioyne him to lay away his roging walkes, then 
will he mutyne and bediſcontented; and tell me Sir. (for I would 
deale plainely with you) did we either 10 prayer, or offred vow vn- 
to God, or any way oblige our ſelues, to be thanke ful in the former 
exerciſe as touehed with the open power, and preſence of his mer- 
cy therein. K. no truly G. why then therein wee are ſhort, wee 
ſhould haue vnfoulded his mercyes tuen to mae vs aftonied 
Eze. 36. we ſhould haue repudiated the ſway of our carnalitie: 
we ſhould haue embraced grace & diſcarded our natural man by ſo- 
lemne diuorceʒ and entred into our reſt vpõ a new enacted couenant 
of more holy obedience, by taking vowe cuen for all the dayes of 
our life: we ſhould have enioyned theſe enthraled affections of ours 
vnto vanity, to take pleaſure & their whole dilight in following the 
example of David who hauing woderfuly prouokedthe Lord: (euen 
ſo far as the Lord turned away from him) wherevpon hee felt the 
horror of euerlaſting death: yet when God vas pleaſed to giue him 
but one flaſh of his mercy, y very firſt words that he ſpok(asit were) 
' in openacknozledgment and tendered obedicce for fauor received 


was to abandon all the companions of vanity and ſinne Away from 
ma ally wozkers of Jniquity ec, Plalme 6, 8; 
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them that are fallen. 


and for his owne perſon what heauie impoſitions hes anioynẽd to 
make all former vanities and ſinne diſtaſting vnto him, reade ye 
tte 131. Pſal. See there by playne vowe and obteſtacion, hee 
doth make a couenant with the Lord: that he will not enter in- 
to his houſe, noz coms vpon his pallet, noz giue ſl pe to his eyes, 
no; reſt to his epe-lids, vntill he had found out a place fs; a bati- 
*gtion ſoʒ Che mighty Gdd of Jacob: and not being thus ſatisfied 
bur ſtill dwelling vpon the contemplation of ſo great receiued mer- 
cy, doth ſommon all the faculties of his ſoule and ſpirit by way of 
recount, or demaund, what he ſhould gine againe to the Led &c. 
& knowing thatthe only enemy againſt his obedience would be the 
ſway of nature he did reſolue, and iudieially determine to take vp and 
engage himſelfe vnto the wholeſome cap of of Gods afflictions,and 
cine thankes vnto the name ot the Lozd. : 

And for his thankfulnes to men read yee the 2 of Samnelthe 9. 
and 10. chapters, and there yee ſhall finde a myrrour for all good 
natures to take pleaſure in: neuer to forget a fauor receiued in a- 
fliction and diſtreſſe. K. good Lord be all theſe things needfull? 
G. why doe yee doubt ſweet Knight? I feare me you haue forgotten 
much for was it not agreed (as a ſpeciall truth) that p̊ violent muſtĩ᷑ 
be maintayned fo2 the khingdome: and that none but they continu⸗ 
ed, that violence againſt cuſtomes, and all natures ſetpintine, alure- 
ments ſhould receluc the Goſpell and kingdome? K. yes ] confeſſe: 
G. why theI piay you tell me wherinwe haue in any one perticular 
imitated thoſe golden examples of David? what exerciſe of violenee 
we haue charged our ſelues withall? thatthe Lord Who hath made 
vs ſs wonder at his mercyes, might but ſee vs reſigne our wills to 
the knockingſptrit who laboreth to inueſt vs into the ſanctuarie, by 
giuing vs ſome change, and renewednes from our former vanityes, 
by conducting vs into all truth, l confeſſe for my part none at all. G. 
ſee then my ſweet hatt how rawly I did leaue you, which I forrow 
and morne for, that Sathan ſhould enter vpon you but halfe prepa- 
redʒ and yet did preſage vnto you in the former diſcourſe, tliat cer- 
tainly Sathan would bo very buſyewith you, by occaſion of your 
lormer conuerſing which though * affect not as formerly, yet 

LY 2 ma- 
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many heauy teptations would ariſe & require a mighty reciſtanee a- 
ainſt which the remembrance of a ſolemn yow, deuoted vnto the 
ord: Would haue bene a great bar & Obſta: but why do you ftudy 

my Kni? K. Indeed I haue ſinned ſince your departure, G. the more 

pitty I feared it, & ſo haue I done with you, our iuſt penalties ſuccee- 
ding our cõmon default, but 7 hope neyther of vs do ioy in our ſli- 
ding, neither i wee be without purpoſe to ſtand more ſtrongly by 
theexperience of this fall: K I hope ſo: but it was ahappy thing you 
came againe for I had almoſt forgot all: G. well let vs both render 

obech ence & thanks to our gloricus God, who paſſing by ſo groſſe a 

default on both parts: yet ret irneth in due time, & having appointed 

A rendering day ſbeꝛtlp calleth vs to confer togither to make our 

opeacknowledgments of our wants, in omitting our thanks, though 

we be ſhort of the better Schollers who bringes obedience in their 
gripps, but alas my Knight haue you ſinned ſince we parted in your 
ancient predominãt ſin? K. Not y worſt way: but I haue frequented 
vaine copany & endured vnreformed ſpeeches exceſſes, & othes to 
my gret vnreſt G. But did they vnreſt you? K. yes y Lord knowethi 
G: why the you pluckt a lily out of the Mrs. garden ſpoken of in 
our former exerciſe of priſoners conference;butalack why did you 
yecld?KThe Lord doth know I ceuld not choſe for ſince my eſtate 
was diſputed, & indeed razed, & my fortune tranſlated, I haue had 
no comunity with thoſe men whoſe company I deſired, and by 
whoſe example I ſhould haue bene bettered, but haue dwelt in 

Zodam & conuerſed in Gomorrah G. The more pitty ſweet hart: 

al this you confeſſe the medicine & moſt juſt penalty and ſoffraine 

ſmart for recuring your youth and time miſpent doe you not? K. 

O yes, yes with all my hart. G. But tell me whatdid you meane by 

this word fortune? you know the Prophet ſayth all my times and 

changes, are in thy bands D Lozd Pſal ; 5, K. Fortune is a foolery, 
and receiued fantaſticall ſpeech, for I —— no ſuch matter, & 
ſparow falleth not without Gods pzonidencs Pabb: 10:Luke x2, 
the Lo;d beholdeth from beauen Pſal:323 53, G: Ithanke you 

Sir grieue not though I ſearch you deepe, the rather becauſe you 

may ſtand more warily heareafter, and abandon ynreformed com- 
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them that are fallen, 


nyes. K. how ſhould]? for beſides I do not know where to ly but 
CG their help, ſo Indeede I am indebted vnto them. G. But you will 
jue me leaue to loue you euen very much willyounot? Kt O yes I 
fand the better by your loue, & deſire in Gods fauor G. Then be 
plaine with me, was it meere extremity ydriue you into this compa- 
ny, orſ in finglenes)fome diſpoſition out of your former weakenes? 
I would diſcouer ſnozting lonah in your owne priuitys, that you 
might hate it with a perfect hatred K. Sir. I embrace your loue, & 
care, and will deale plainely with you? I had a great weakenes 
in bearing their ſcornefull eyes, and the words of their abiection 
that did heauily fall vpon me, and my ſtate being weake, I deſired 
to make my ſelfe wlicrable amongſt — ſo did not reſpect ſo 
much the Lordi knoweth what l ſhould haue done in reſpect of 
former vowes as how to make my ſelfe ſociable amongſt them: G. 
The more pity well, ſtand ſſ ill vpon your former experiences, and 
haue your acknowledgments in your hand againſt your ſelfe, and by 
the Lords leaue, the ſtorme ſhal vaniſh. K Alas Sir, I do know I do 
many thinges, which though not ſimply euill in themſelues, yet 
vnto me they be ſin, becauſe I doe thereby ſcattsr abzoad, and do 
not gather with theſaynts, and all this by the long indured con- 
tempt of my abiected eſtate, which alſo 1 confeſſe for an extreame 
weakenes, foz who repaireth his condition, by walking ino2dinat- 
ly? 03 whois bettere® by the vnrefozmed ſwap of bis deſirss? let 
him ſpeak that linzth but returneth ſad; fearefull lodned with dil⸗ 
traction and heany feare from ſuch a banquet of inſolency and ſur- 
fet and heareupon ſt is, that I pray the Lord be more ſpedy for my 
repayre, to help me out of theſe heauy endurings: alas why will not 
the Lord heare and help me when ] defirenothing but ſtrength to 
reſiſt his enemy? G. Then you think y Sathans hand is in your per- 
plexities, K. yes ſo far as God will: but why hath Sathan intreſt 
in my deſires which bothe Lords creations G. Ray rather how 
(hould he not deſire to deſtroꝝ them: becauſe they be Gods crea- 
tions? for ifthey were ours ke would not enuy the, beſide this you 
may not demaũd why the Lord doth any thing for he doth nothin 
but in all loue and compaſſion vnto vs: youknow how we — 
A 3 P- 
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vpon him & held him with Jacob, & how ſweetly he did ſatiſſy vs in 
all things: & we haus fayled with him in al things, let y patience and 
praiſe be his, & ſhame & rebuke be ours, hs oniy gineth @athan 
leane to make the fire whereby we ſhallbe fined and made moze 
acceptable ts him, but mee thinks you looke dead, und heauy min- 
ded I pray thee faynt at nothing, for all the wayes of the Lord ars 
mercy truth e compalſton, ſtreaming ffrength, elwetnes, in all 
our diffreſſes: K: This is the matter y woundeth me haue ſolici- 
ted the Lord in a particuler fraylty theſe xx. yeeres, and he will net 
heare me: G. is that your greateſt griefe? truly this is no griefe at all 
if you attend ſtilin weldoing & reciſting euil, it ſeemeth y Lord is 
diſpoſed to haueyour continual faithful watch in this quarter of the 
battaile, K I diſgeſt not this, G: well then I will fill your gripps 
full of gladnes euen from this your ſorrow you ſay you haue prayed 
20. yeeres ſa did Abraham 1ſach, E lacobſe did Moſes 40. yeres di- 
 wergsothors of the patriarkes hat if the Lord wil haue your fayth 

monumented & regiſtred with theirs for coſtantenduring,is this no 
recopence ofa ſmal forborne fading liberty of the fleſh by deſigned 
combat with Sathan: bur behold my poore ſoule tel mee but one 
thing to aſſure thy hart God hath bene, and is with thee who hath 
pꝛeletued the this 20, yeares that @athan had neuer power to 
touch a bay2e of thy dead In this fearefull encounter continued a- 
gainſt the prince ofthe ayre, that roring, raging, walking watching 
Lyon, whoſe mallice to preuent the Lord dotha vow, That te 
will watch continnallo, yea night t dap will he wafch, leaſt Sa 
than aſſaple thee: I/ayab 27. K: It is very pretily applied you 
ſilence me with aſweet clap vpon the lippes, to preuent my re- 
pinings, and make me ſmother, my fooliſh words, for indeede 
this preſeruation of the Lord aſſureth, that howſocuer our ſelues 
and ſacrifices be faulty and vnpure, yet he is not iealous ouer vs 
and them, but euen paſſeib by our ſpots and deformities, both in 
the matter and manner of our broken preſents before him, as 
that ſweet hony ſweet meekencs of Chriſt leſus in the 7. of Lyke: 


When the poze beſo:ted Elders of Acruſalem came to intri at 


him fe the Centurions ſoruant, and they plead his deſarts, 
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and that he wes woztby: A more filthy incence then which, they 
could not haue caſten in the innocent Lambes noſtrils, yet hee 
agreeth & goeth to ſatiſſie them: See ſweet hart what any man loo- 
ſeth by attending, the Lords leyſure, K: Indeede I thanke you Sig, 
you ſpeake as hauing autkoritie G: But are yee well?and ſhall we e 
reaſon a little — :with all my very hart G: enlarge this priuity 
of ſences for I am dull and dead, and vncapable of good things. K: I 
learne it of you, that becing reſigned vnto the Lord he will giue vs 
meekenes, whereby we ſhall even receiue the ſecrets of his coun- 
ſell and enioy the earth: Wee ſhall alſo receiue patience, inveſting 
vs into our reſt, bringing vs crucified vnto the world and the world 


to vs: Thirdly we ſhall poſſeſſe our ſoules in the quiet fruit of righ- 


tcouſncs: and all this from rendring our obedience by the practiſe 
of our reſtrayned wils, in our reſolute violence foi / kingdome G: It 
is very ſweetly ſpoken K: but how fecls you? G: nothing well, for I 
mult needs tellyou ſince our former Conference concluded, I haue 
beene wonderfully wouuded in hart and mind K: Was your griefe 
for out ward or inward wants? G: ah ſweet hart thou art a f. ithfull 
Phiſitian indeede: it was for matters of the world, as an occaſion: but 
giuing liberty vnto my ſences was the foundation, I thinke ſo for to 
e grieued for want of required duties is no ſin: Eutto conſult with 
our affections is very dangerous; | know the counſels of the Lord 
are like vnto a great depth, and no reaſon to be enquired of, but 
thus farre I proceede againſt my ſelfe out ofmy privities G: but how 
may you bee ſo vncomfortable vnto my weake cltatc? you will be- 
ware that you calt not downe that which by the grace of God 
you haue builded in me? G: no itis the Lords building, and he 
will maintaine it, howſocuer hee diſpoſe of my ſinfull eſtate: I am 
clothed witha wonderfull thick muddy, benummednes, asthough 
there were no e /reſle for me in heauen,or earth: K: I cannoteell 
what to ſay to you, what is your owne opinion,? G: Sir it is my 
auncient louing companion, which hath beene dong from mee: 
And A reiopce to haue if, but fainf to invuro it: J means my 
trembling; And yet the Lord ſheweth me even by you, boththe 
cauſe, vie, and ende: K: I pray you ſpeakeon: G; it is very true 
wy 
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my long indurings haue beene ſuch, and my generall abiections 


ſo infeſtred with the companions of pouerty, as I no ſooner heare 


of ſome diſpatch but I enter ſtraight into an oucr wiening per- 
ca ſion of vanity, by reaſon of my brolcennes, and the Lord ſeeth 
that thereby I communicate my ſelte with the multitude (as aman 
come out of a ſtrange coun ry, ) beateth mee home againe, and 
therevpon I fit downe and ſorrow not for my ſmart, but that 
my very weak ned ſence ſhould let go hold. of the violence which 
I had deuoted vnto the Lord in all changes: thus having grieued 
my gratious Lord who hath not denyed me any fauour, but re- 
turned in due time in all my diſtrefſes, and I have made a ſhi 
wrack of all his fauours, whereypon hee hath pleaſed to ſet be- 
fore mee, the worſt of all my eſtates: all my enterpriſes broken: 
and my ends preucnted with prejudice: and to let you and the 
world know it, I write no dreame or table, thus it was: The 
credit of my booke drawne vp, by mp ener ſwet late grations 
renowned Biftris Nugne Glizabeth hath beene long my 
ſupply for maintenanec, and a councellor great not knowing my 
weake eftate having my booke in his hands departed away: So 
my hope of diſpatch fruſtrate, my booke ſhut vp, my debts were 
great vpon ſcores, to ſuch as did neede as muchas my le'fe, and 
thus not only diſabled to diſcharge that was paſt, but how to 
maintaine my ſelfeti!l Tearme, 1 appealed vnto others, and offred 
all intercſt of my fuite, onely to bee ſupplied for my credit and 
maint*nance till his returne. 

Theſe menl found diſtracted with their owne particular wants; 
ſo as no certainty were to bee expected, but euen in my beſt per- 
ſwaſions, all my hopes fall broken whieh I did exdect: Alſo hee 
that loued me, andl honoured him more then any man, was fo pe- 
ſtered with paying other mens debts as he left both my reputati- 
on, and ſtate out of his care, wherevpon a generall darkeneſſe 
didfurprize all my faculties, ſeeing both my credit and religion 

_ expoſed to open ſcorne and ſcandall: Therevpon ] fell into the 
trembling of the hart aſtoniſhmeat of ſences. and no grearapprey 
henſion of deiu:rance, for my tooliines and Ouerweening was 
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Rillin ray ſight: herein I continewed ſome dayes and nights after 
which thoſe beames, which forcrunthe glory of the ſunne did ap- 
peare, and gaue me ſome light. intimating that my feare onght.nor 
vtterly to diſcorage my hope ſince L did know how weake 1 had 
beene in apprehending a ſhow of my deſired lyberty, but rather n 
he to reioyſe that I find my ſelfe by this gratious fauour and re · 
buke aſured I ſhould not both looſe the Lords care auer my life and 
bis Gods bleſſings in my particular labours, will ye {ce wy knight? 
Nay will the world fee and bee aſtonicd? Heerevpon ] did ariſe 
and was prety well, and am ſtill as well as am I fit for: Fozthe 
Lozdis Tai bis rod, his affe, and dealing aflictions 
are mins, and bleſſed be his will, and nothing but wo. vnto my 
will, K: Sir I confeſſe that Lhaue receiued ſtrength by you, and 
chat I haue neyther ſtrength nor faculty, that I would not pow- 
er Qut, for Four eaſe and redreſſe: That heavy plight affecteth me 
euen within, and with indigniticl ſpeake it, it is pitty that a man 
2 place, implayment, chriſtian care, and Joue of the Mi- 
iſters euery way, ſhould be thus orphaned both in the Church 
and common wealth. G: No ſuch matter Sir, I haue becne 
wronged ſtrangely: neither by Church nor cominon wealthy on- 
ly for ＋ tryall, he the lord hathgiuen my ont ward eſtate into the 
hands o s and mercyleſſe men, to diſtreſſe me by cauſe- 
leſſe cruelty, and in recompence of this, he hath ſent vnto meas 
thoſe Nanons to EH the moſt worthy Miniſters of his worde, 
meareſtrangers yntome: & theſe haue both relieued me in priſon, 
and deliuered me from the priſon, and comforted mee abroad: 
out of your one wants: % rightesus and cquail is the Lo 
in all his deſignss: and hoſp is his name, will you now proceeds 
ſweet Knight? K: yes indecds like a ſouldier — „ andy et 
deſire to walke within. the limit of ſoftnes which you naue taught 
me: G. The Lord euen Ieſus open all your faculties, that you may 
ſpeake not onely for my Better ſtanding, but many others: K: 
Amen: Sir you know we ſouldiers having a ſeruice in hand, make 
many ſutuey es, in our attempts, as counſcllof armes decreeth: we 


view 


The Rayſing of, 

view the grounds, the woods, the waters, the hils, and the val- 
leys, where to find defired aduantage and oppeitunitie, for plan- 
ting our forces, eyther for defence, or offence now: Yf we haue 
any ſucceſſe in pait weethmke our ſelues prety well and reid yce: 
but admit we Bel all our enterpriles, all charges, and number 
of our men, poore ſoules that gaue the aduenture, are we diſcora- 
ged? no, no: wee be inflamed with indignitie, and reſolute zeale, 
we put vpon vs vertuous and y.lourous mindes, to affect our enters 
priies,anp wee will tarryand fcethe end tiſſ the laſt man; for we 
know if wee can contmew, time will by fire, famine, or fword, 
worke the concluſion plavfible, (and note my Gent) thotthis ſer⸗ 
uice is not againſt amercifnll Lozv, as we attend in our partt- 
cular ſuffring, but againſt a ty rant that defireth' to drinke vp all 
our bloods ina cup: Againe our ſucceſſes in armes bee vncer- 
tayne, but the ſonles ofthe afflicted be in the bantrs' af God, and 
their expc tied iſyes moff bleſſed, from a moſt mertyfull com- 
mander, and therefore let vs ncuer ſhrinke, neuer be weary; but 
endure, ſuruey, hope, deuiſe, practiſe, attempt, all good meanes for 
our ſtrength and ſtanding, and then behold the oddes. 

Vt we fall in afflicticns, we fall into the Mrs armes, bis mercy 
doth compaſle bs, he loketh from he auen fo2 our ſafty; and what 
could di corage vsꝛthey that attend bpon the L02d ſayſh z/a5h 40, 
they hall tenewe their ſtrength, their winges Walbs as the 
wings ofthe Eagles: they ſhallnot be wearyed in their journey, 
noꝛ fayntintheir wap. Scælah G. ] beſc ech you, in all our loves 
that you ſpeake ſtill vnto me, l delight to heare you, reſemble afflic- 
tions with armes for certaynely affliction is a violent warlike aſſault 
vpon the ſtate of mortalliiy, as is ſufficiently proued by that place of 
Ia 20 (24x) ; ſhalt foꝛget the ſhame of thy youth, etbe repzoch 
pi thy widdo who: as thouęh he ſhould have ſayd, thoſe few ſpe- 
cial lots are moſt heauy, and therefore require a more ſpedy redreſſe 
K. Indeed my Gentleman I am not prepared dey ler blots I 
thould be enlarged,for apprehending many excelent thing stouch· 
ing afflictions: as the taule tobe the only lone of God: the occaſion 
to be our hꝛaſing and finne; the vle that we vow moze help obedi⸗ 
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ente tus end that we be healed and emicyed thereby: An old exer- 
ciſed ſouldier would fit this gxcellencly, wirha ſimile ofarmes G: 
Svreet Knight ſpeake ftill vato me, and I will give youthe right 
hand of felo wſhip, both in armee, nd in ſperituall exerciſes, tor your 
ſpeeches haue grace and maieſty lice aſouldiet compleat in his own 
ſkill and reſolution: K. Indeede l Would do any thing for you, as 
you haue layd downe your hart vnto ſorrow for mee, but you 
will pardon, for indeede I am wonderfull weake, G: you 
may bee ſure God will pardon you, Iand will doe you ſer- 
uice, K: Indecde my G: I haue ſome enlargement of out- 


ward thinges fallen vato me, and muſt goe into the warres 


and doe confeſle I am not as I was, when your loue, care, 
and deſires, did force teares out of my faſt boulted hart. In 
witneſſe of my miſery, yet I woulde [ had a fountayne to 
— out for your caſe, and lightning any way: G. eucn 
or your owne Crowne, and my Peace, let mee write before 
you goe, howe you haue layd vp theſe ſame perticulars of 
affli tions : The cauſe; The occaſion: Vie: And ende by 
reſemblance. with warres: K: It is your turne to apply vn- 
to your ſelfe, thinges offered to your conſidcration: G: But 
when did I leaue you ſo? What if my aſtoniſhment, and trem- 
bling dos ſo poſſeſſe mee, as to depriue mee of feeling, and 
power, will you der y the hand of your ſtrength vnto mee? K: 
No indeede if I doe, my hand forget his office vnto my ſelfe: 
Gent: I ptay you ſpeake my ſweete Knight, K: Indeede my 
men ſlay for mee, G: Grieue mee not in denying comfort vn- 
to mee where my care bath beene extended and racked tor 
you, K : No, by no meanes, 1 will rather looſe the ſervice, 
and ſince you will needes haue mee ſpeake out of my ws 
taynes array, ſo farre differing from the Priſon, I will ſpeake 
as a Captayne, to your fower poyntes, worthy note in the 


queſtion of affliction G: Good ſwce:e hart ſpeake vnto my 


aſflicted minde, the worde of purity and power, and know 
you (Peake vnto the Lord, euen in the face of his annoyntcd : 
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'vfs heare yon'ſpeake righteons thingsPro: 2 3 K. nowmy Gent: 
inci you will haue 0ae prepare by way ofdiuerting the oeta-· 
Fon ofmy ſeruice me thinks a fitter —— by way of cxample 
in this proieft of affliction) cannot be found then from the camp: 
forifa man my ſeruaut whome I loue be wounded (as euery man is 
by finne) then | preſently ſend for a Surgion, now his wouud is not 
gricuous in ſence at the time of the wound received neither doth he 
complayne but I care for him in my loue: for who feeleth a hurt 
in fight? or the danger of a ſhot in the inſtant when the mind 
is diſtracted, the blud ſer on fire, and the irefull affections of the 
ſpirit, depriued all outward ſence for the time as in a diuerſe occa- 
ſion Salamou ſay eth the ſtrength ofthe ſpirit ſultayneth and reui⸗ 
noch the aut ware ſences: So in the exerciſcs of ſinne for theinſtant 
plaufible and pleaſent, but when out afflictious returne vnto the lay, 
as the ſouldier into the camp, then all is fore, ſtack, grieuious, and 
vnteſtfull then he muſt be ſearchied with inſtrumeiits, and tents, and 
divers appliances haply very paine fully: Sathan is the wounder, he 
ſtill alureth nay inforſeth to breach of obedyence in the open decla- 
red vr l of our God, as ready ateutry corner to wound. The Lord: 
ſee ing his ſeruant thus wounded in ＋ his poſſeſſion of his hart, 
He preſently ſendeth for his Phiſitian affliction, whatis the property 
of this Phiſitian affl;tion?hts pꝛaperty is to make vs tal our wound 
truly and how as we became hurt, and that wo dofired to be hea⸗ 
led with any paynes in the wozld, nay this Phiſitian affliction 
will teach and infozceto try our very pzinityes, and thoughts to 
conſeſſe al to the Pr. Þ we maybeſoundly healed -Pſal. 33 Eccle. 
27. J. Pro. 24.21:and 17. Lo thus far my G. the .occaliont out 
of the captaynes loue he hath the healing Phiſitian: for the vſe the 
ſouldier i ebuked and beaten by heady and vnwarranted aduenture 
to go out of arày, without his captaynes priuety confeſſeth and pray- 
eth to be reinitted, and healed and he will all his lite long after ſerue 
him more carefully and in ſobernes: he will lous his captayne and 
beware of heady raſh aduentureses after, & euer haue in his hand & 
hart the loue and regard of this healing cõmander, and ſo trayncd in 
temperance & reſtraint by applauding his happy deliueraunce and 
re- 


er 


32S 2 Fg 1 


8 


2 
2 


| * 
1 

* 

: 


SDS SP ST WEST o K = 


re 


. oer * De 
ee eee A , 


them that are fallen, 


recuring,ſhal grow — vnto his Captayne, & what ſhalbe the 
endꝭeuen this: he is healed his credit & —— enlarged, his whole e- 
Mace re-eſtabliſhed, for his cõmanders deſigned, groweth an expert 
men, able to be leader & trainer of others in eruiet of highefſ waight 
& cominuing cõſtant in his deuoted ſeruice, dy ech with f: me, and is 
bury ed in his colors: riglit ſo in the ſpiritua I conflicts a mi approued 
& made wiſeby Gods chiaſtiſemẽts, is called and prepared for much 
ſeruice, both for his ow ne perſon: _ & training of others, and 
haply to loſe his life for keeping poſſeſſion for his Mr, whoſeprai cir 
ſhalbe regiſtred with a holy memory among the ſaints: ſo ye ſeemy 
Ge: for haſt I make haply large ſpeed, & ſhort ſence, but vnto you it 
is for who I owe my very ſelfe, & do giue y ou a flower of your one 
tree if I haue failed tel me before l go. G: That is not j mater for you 
haue comforted me, as you haue rece:ued very faythfully and I pray 
youſweet Rn. let me heare you ſpeake of obedy ence a ſittl e befote 
— euen to bind all my ſeruice vnto you, and for more gayne 


dux recipzocall pzofiting by our mutuall faptb, for indeed I Rom: 1. 


am y eałce in ſome poynts petſwaded vnto you: tel me therefore how 
obedyence may be reſẽbled . ith armes vnto him who demaundeth 
nothing but loue, and a reſign d will for his whole K ingdome: K: 
Why will ye charge me thus, being new entred into the Camp. G. 
Beſt ofal that you may carry y wil of God as your enſigne chang the 
truth — haue vntoulded vnto others for your laſt far well: 
K. Since you wil haue it ſo, as I conceiue raptim, I take obedience, to 
be as you liaue deſcribed it, not only our wil ri ſigned but alſo an in- 
duſirious & vtter beſtripping of nature: Thou ſhalt loue the Lozd 
thy God with all thy hart ec.and th neighbs3 as thy ſelfe: Now 

«becauſe I would be gone to avoyde all ſuſpition of impofibilties, 
and difficultly in this commaund wee muſt ener in all our vio- 
lenees and conſtant aduentures, Carry Chi Jeſus!fo2 eur en- 
Rgne in aur Velnet who is the tabilitie , accompliſhment , 
ende, andcancells;, of the Lawe. G. How can hee bee fayd 
to bee the ſtabilitie: Whoabrogateti 3. K. you meane not that l 
ſhould go this night I perceiue. G. not with my will. K wiel to your 
queſtiom Chiſt 9$Cabilitie - d Law becauſe he hath giufobedi- 
* nes 


Mat. 12, 
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The Rayſing of, 
ence viffo it, vnd a voweth it rigberous, alto becauſe hee payd 
the extreaneft price for ſatiſfaction of all required dutyes in o- 
thers: by the very letter thereof, and hauing rendred whatſoeuet 
is due thereby hath cancelled it: No obedience is the record, 
whereby euery mim ſhall know, Whether it be cancelted fo; him 
oʒ no: Was it not then euen in very reaſon equall that the Lord Je 
houah ſhould lay a heauy yoake vpon the poſteriity of diſobedient 
Adam, who ſo quickly made ſale of the whole garden wherein he 
was ſhriued in righteouſnes and holynes, & who kept the watch 
then? Ho made continuall claime then? and leaſt wee alſo ſhould 
fal into the ſime prouotation, & be concluded in the penalty, it plea- 


ſed lum to eſtabliſh this La, which it any man wil rather choſe to 


kepe than walk in ohedience: well: be (hall line by the Law: but 
foz an euer ſure anchoz the lamb pzoclaimeth,if any man will (erg 
me, let him koꝛlake bimſetfe, and take vp bis orofſe e follow me, & 
ifany man loue me ſhim will my fatherhonoz: Toh: 12, 20. Here 
is the crowne of happy obedyence? fo that in vs remayneth nothing 
but that we keepe our wils, free from conſent of cuill, and the reft is 
fulfilled: G: It is not ſo ſmal a matter as you małe it, for I am ſure 
youalow that concupicence,in very thought is ſinne, K: I doe 
ſo in the generall cenſure ofour mortality, herein all 15 cotichided 
vnder ſin, to magnify the grace and fi er gift of God; but no other- 
wile, & that which Iſpeake I had it from 8 G. it is ſuch a ſine 
though ſleeping a8 (if imputed) is danmable K. that ſanie it is well 
added, ſo doth the Lord ſpeake out of his own tender affe cxion vnto 
Ephraim, 1er. 3 2. IIA can fozget e He heauens can be 


ſpaned,theſaibs numbꝛer vz the'ſeas fav then wil I fails 
een 2 Iſrael; The like ſpeechhee hathinthelyy:*of 


24% If J canbilog be witersagaynetobzowne-the ben 
then. J- wil. (aple and fozſake theafflictedT:tob: G. youpaſte 


uer tos ſlightl K: Lou haue àhhiſed mertherfiore, forl write no- 


thing but what haue receiued from theLord by you: G: Hay the 

fin ofcogitation, though ſlee ping is afoule finne: K: So fay 17awhir 

then?G; Then I fay the holy Ghoſt dwelleth not ina foule hart: K. 

Where doth he dwel cen? # dz the ApoTte ſayth,thatin —_ 
| dw 
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dwillech no god things: Ro: y. and that thexe is 


them thatare a fen. 


: er will ns; 
dade in him to godnes. Phi. 3: and the pꝛoybet ler: laxes the hart 
is deceitfull and wicked, abone ail things b knoweth it, Iere- 
17.9. and in the 6 of Gen: it is ſaid that the very pꝛeouar cation 
andſecretcogitation of mans hart, ia altogether enill. from ths 
beginning howlaß you now, my Gent? Gz:1 pray you. reconcile 
the places: K: Yer very eaſly The Prophet ſayth, Pſal: 65, If A re- 
gard wickednes in my hart, toe Loꝛd wilt not hears me: that it 
Jentertapnz andowell vpon wickednes to take delight in it: So 
not my foule heart, but the delight of in will maketh mee diſtaſt- 
ing before God: Gi But I cannot abandon vnrighteous thoughts 
and cogitations, no not ſleeping and you knowthe Apoltle enioyn- 
neth our very thoughts to be cleane, K: There is the tryal of our obe- 
dyence, in labouring ſtill, and patiently enduring the poker of our 
rebellious deſcent: he periwadeth only; enioyneth no ſuch eſtate vn- 
to any man: he doth not charge vs with our ſleeping. Withour wa- 
king and wandring cogitations: G: But what remedy for this ſtate, 
is there no help? K: I returne your one anſwere to the like queſtion 
redreſſe there is, remedy none: G: how is that? K: truely; wee muſt 


hold in all our wayes a moderation of dyet, and reſtraynt in all out- 
ward thinges: and call inſtantly vpon Chriſt Jeſus, it is of the naturg 


of thoſe Diuels which vvill not be caſt out, but by Faſting a Pꝛaper. 
Which doe help very much againſt the violent aſſaults of {inne: but 
cogitation thoughts decyeth onealy by attending, inſtantly vpon the 
Sonne of God: and that I may confixme all my opinions, according 
to your deſire: from the preſidents ot Armes: If I charge my man 
for a watch in my quatter, and hee by violence is aſſay led to betray 
me, & the enemy, doth inforce him to Parley with him, and he tak eth 
time to giue anſwere and in the night following dreameth that he be- 
Faycth me: Shall I for that dreame take and execute him as a T ray- 
tor? no no, Iwill ratheralowhus.difcretion, to entertayne them that 
he may vnfold, and diſcouer ſtillthe purpoſe of their plots, and bee 
better able to preuent them by this experience, ſo long as Treaſonis 
not in his hart: And no leſſe will the I. ord make the very aſſaults of 
ſinne; profitable vnto vs, by illuminating our mindes to er 

a encir 
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cheir ends, and we ſhall give more glory vnto his grace, and ſtand 
more ſtrictiy by a lamentable view of our former ſlydinges : Gs 1 
pray you tell mee ho this is to reſiſt the beginning, and abandon 
vnreformed ſotietyes? K. is ittrue? I pray you who is waſpiſh now? 

Indeed you thinke yon haue me at a nonplus, but I will vſe this 
your obiection as a motyue to ſtir vp my facultyes to finde out fa- 
tiſtaction for you: Therefore thus: you know the proportion was 
produced from your conceaued griefes for dreames, and ſleeping 
cogitations, which I thinke I anſwered fitly from the dreame or my 
ſeruant, com ming from Parley with the enemye, for that further 
leave, wherein F give liberty of parlaus I did reſtrayne it, if his 
hart be free, ſol fay according to the truth ofa mans hart, it is ſim- 
ply not vnlawfull to admyt contemplation, of ſinfull cogitations, 
neyther to haue conference with · ſinners, for thereby hee may ga- 
ther a deeper experience, of their loathſome ends: and where it is 
ſaid wee muſt reſiſt, beginnings it is counſell vnto men, weake and 
frayle by their owne inherent diſpoſitions, and inclining to ſinne: ſo 
I thinke the proportion is cleared in every branch, and euery iuſt 
fuſpition in the reſt of my example: and ſo my auncient louer and 
Maſter I ſay, ꝓuid tum igerur. Theſtateof che heart and will is all 
in the whole: for as parley with an enemie is lawfullfor a truſty ſer 
uant, ſo if he bee vn 344 is vnlaw full ab initio: G. my wants and 
woes be heavy vntome, but gaynfull vnto you, for now you ſes 
How the Lee hath loued you to make you fo profit, as that you 
axe able 66 comfozt others with that which peu haus receined , 
ſee allo the truth of that 1 ſayd vnto you how little aſſuranee any 
man hath ot his ſtanding, for many fearefull tentation haue ſha- 
dowed all my feelings ſince I ſee you before now: and l do thanke 
che Lord that I do ſe his watering vpon our conference: fot itioyeth 
my very hart to heare you ſpealce: and thus do I rececapitulat your 
ee they be pure gold: you conclude, that the Lord deman- 
ing our loues, with all our hart and ſpirits, and our neighbours 
as our ſelues doth ſommon all the facultycs of our minde and 
ſpirit vnto the whole obedience of his declared will, euen ſo farre 
.-45 to labor for purity of thoughts to abridge our deſired liberty of 
vayne 
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vaine wordes compatiy and ſinfull exerciſes, K. Now truely you 
haue ſpoken like a Mr, and exceeding my capacitie, prudeut cauſe 
for breuity: I would I had in ſuch manuer conceaued and pro fi- 
ted by your happy cnlargements vnto me, on heauenly things. G; 
Well fir Ithanke you no the Lord be with, you. K. Nay as ſure 
as I live I wil neuer ſpeake laſt; whiles you may ſpeake,for I am vn; 
furniſhed in one great and dangerous poynt to bee graced in fight, 
and armes which may and is, likely to fall vponme. 
K. Mee thinlces in this matter ot obedienc e, you doe like mee 
leſſe then all the reſt: G: No maruell: for! told you that heerein 
conſiſted the accompliſhment of all our wliole righteouſnes, and 
holy conformitie vn to the Lambe, in ſnewing our lights by renew- 
ed wayes, to gloryfie God. K. This is wonderfull to heare you 


ol this opynion that I muſt paſſe by the Lawe ſor iny ſaluation: G: 


Vour one wordesconfound you, Foz hę Chzift Jeſys von paſs 
it indeedo, whereas otherwiſe you ſhovld ffickfaft Eterns lle. 
But pray you be wiſe and pray for an vnderſtanding hart, and heae 
me with grace ſobernes: you were lately in priſon it ten thouſands 
pounds Execution had bene layd vpon you, and a friend of yours 
of his owne meere compaſſion payd the money, and did enfran- 
chyſe you, and for a full recompence hee onely prayeth you but to 
loue him, and his children, were you not amonſter, it you would 
defloure his daughter? K: Thecompartſonis not alike: G: Shew 
the difference: K: In this: that by my very inherent corruption I 
am continually inforced to luſt, murder, and what not, and cannot 
preuent itʒz G: You haue bene in your olde company, and adulte- 
rated your ſpirits, and deſyled that meckenes, wherein Left you 
for ſhew you me, wherein any thing is required of you, but if you 
loue the Lord and giue ſound obedyence by continnall labour 
as you ought, I ſay tell mee what Chaiſt Jeſus hath tcft vndone 
to dilloden pou of the whole Lawe, as well fo cogſtation as 
and required nothing of pon hut that von delle not 
his Daughter, his eſpouſed wife, his Temple and bis owne c<0- 
ſen ſeate in pour hart, Kni: But who can be pure in thoughr 


Which is the tranſgreffions of 4 Lawo, and violating all dbcdycnce 


Gent 
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The Rayſing of, 
Gent? Juen he that greeueth for the — — itie of his thoughts, and 
pray eth inſtantly —— the Lambe Chriſt Ieſus, to helpe his impu · 
ritie and waſh his beſpottedneſle, and doth what hee can by aban- 
doning filthy company, and occaſion of ſinne, and for his reſt taketh 
hold of him, Who hath bidden vs caft our burden vpon him, ane 
call vpon him iu the dates of trouble, and he will heare : Pſal. o. 
f. and 3 4. becauſe hee knoweth that our burthen muſt be made 
light by him, and our weake faith to apprehend his promiſes. mult 
receiue ſtrength from him: Whereupon itis,thatthe Apoſtle calleth 


our righteouſneſle the righteouſneſſe of God: Rom.2. What can 


you ſay my knight, for any impoſsibility impoſed vpon you by the 
law? K: Smilingly : truly nothing Gentleman: doe you ſmile? 
beware of an euill heart, and ſecke to weepe for your proud and 

rophane words,which argue your reuolt from that you were: an d 


155 azaine,ſorrow that euer ſathan ſho1 d ſo haue ſeduced you, as 


to make you mutine and aecuſe our ſweete Lord, to haue dealt pre- 


iudicially with vs in his moſt equall ſtatutes K: I pray you good 


my Gent: conceit mee not vnkindly Gent: what ſhall I gaine by 
cenſuring and grieuing you ? ſor ſathan meaneth to weaken mee by 


your relapſe: Gat let you and I, and all the world, beware how Wee 


dally with the diuell: for if after ſuch a ſearching,waſhing,ard hea- 
ling of our hearts, the Lord hath throne ſathan out, ee receiue 


bim againe into conference, and fozget our contin uall claime, no 
doubt hee will ceturne with many wozſe then himſclfe, and caſt, 


the Lord quite outof all our holds: and ſo our ending ſhall be worſe 
then our beginning. K: Ipray you ſweete Gent:(who haſt with 


ſuch labeur and care wrought teares out ofmine eyes) haue patience 


with mee ſtill, and from ſome part of our former diſcourſe, enlarge 
ſomething vpon obedience vnto me, I ſhall thereby more haply be 
more capable. G: I haue told you alreadis that it is a friend, 2 
-companidn, nay the mother of meekeneſſe and patience, becauſe 
there muſt be ſome aduecſe oppoſite occaſion, vnto natures aſpi- 
rings, whereby meekenefſecuenby obedience to the la reſiſting, 


Mat. 10. preuaileth: And ſo poſſeſſeth her ſoule in patience, which appzehen 


teth watcyfal- 


deth hops, which miniſtreth allurance, and beget 
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pray you do ſo: and tale ſor a ru | 
. demaund of the Lord in the former exerciſe, my ſonne glue me thy 
part. K. I would giue it but he will not take it G that is becauſe you 
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nell and that tears which is bleed Pro. 23. hence groweth the 
violence for the kingdome which grawnded vpon fayth, the foun- 
dation of all, inuſtereih vs into the very kingdome it ſelfe: as very 
ſonnes and hey res with Chriſt Ieſus euen as ſtones be compacted in 


abuilding I goe tomy tather and vour father lob the 14. 


K: you ſpeake very well: hut teach me from our former confe- 
rence, me thinks that doth ſauor and ſettle better with me: G: Indeed 
Iwould do any thing though y ou haue wounded me by your care- 
leſſe queſtions. K: I pray you e haply I greiue my ſelfe G l 

e to examine your hart that ſame 


diſſemble in your offer, for you would not giue it u holy but by 


parts, and lie will liaue all or none, and now to ſilence you vtterly, 
-that you may by rebuke, learne to make conſcience of your words 


vnto the great God, ſpeake vnto me in the wordof truth how many 
times your whole wil in words and deeds haue conſented vnto vani- 
ty ſince I left & you promiſed to giue your hart, ſpeak before y Lord: 
K: Nay good Sir be not ſo peremptory with mel beſecchyouG. 1 
peremptory?no farre be it from me: but according to ycur demaund 
from the former confetence ! ſet a glaſſe before you to ſee & finde 
your ſpots ia your ownefacc,and not in Gods gloryousface,by this 


-you ſhall ſes how * haue bene from giuing your hart accor- 


dingly as you ſemed willing, and yet you feare not to accule the Lord 


that he will nor take your hart offered vnto him. and lets beware of 


his greatnes,though his goodnes be infinit and ful of Longanimyty 
O *. ſome of thoſe poore ſumple ſeduced men, w ho will be called 
Catholikes, and ſlander our Church for liberty to fin, did but ſeele 
what Ifeele euen now when J writ this of horror and aſtoniſhment 
& trembling of hart, for diſobedience in youth, in age, in ignorance 
and knowledgꝰ ſo as indeed I am almoſt ftrengrleſſ e in my appre- 
henſions for deliuerance and therfore ſweet Sit let vs both lcarn thus 
to examine our ſelues: i we be giuen to the vice or̃ thefleſh, let vs 


abandon all ſecret, cogitations of vanity, all company of ſuch as by 
conſent ot example, may kindle E. ſparkes: if drunkards, abandon 
4 a * 


the 
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The Rayling 6f, 
che companyofidle and looſe men, who paſſe their time intipling 
and drinking for not only che 'drunkards, but the drinckars are ex- 
empted from the kingdome and if the Lord find vs faythfuly labou- 
ting thus in the worke of his vineyard, he will ſo affect vs, as to 
take our harts whether we will or no Talesſamus (ayth & father 
aqualia ſunt quotidiana Cologaia ce now our obrdyente con- 
Ting in a poſible continewed violence to giue the Lord our harts 
what vnequal or vnreſonable things is demannded?nay what grea- 
ter & in reaſon more deſired happynes, th.n that the Lord wil abafe 
him ſelte to demaund eur harts, to mould and knead them ane for 
his owne delight andtable, and as fer the ſame Law where at you ſo 
 flumble I pray you: and let al men hold this perſwaſion, that nothing 
at all is required but that by paayer, and amaniy abendoning fin, 
may well enough be obtaynes hoth for our fredome from the bon- 
dage of ſinne, and ſlauery of ſinne: as alſo for that other more glori- 
ous end to be engraflcd vnto Chriſt and fo vnited into the duty, K. 
Thaue one other doubt ſhall bewray it? G. Ifit pleaſe you, K. What 
neede h the Lord my labour to help ham to rene y my Hart, and 
change, G: I demaund of you why i Maſtcr will try his ſeruant be- 
fore he truſt himꝛbut Iwill giue your a reaſon: he demaundeth your 
labor bec auſe he loueth your obedyence he that laboureth not: 
muſt not edte: and becauſe his demaund ſhouſd make you repudiate 
and ſwere a perpetuall divorce berwixt Sathan, ſinne and that hart, 
which you haue giuen him you muſtthew your ſelfe to encounter * 
the lerpent l touki vd uofa continuall: clay me alas I am but weake 
harted my ſeife and theſe your doubts do wound me: for it is 
not your finne, nor your ſpeech that indeed doth perplex me ſo 
much, though greue me, as the vnfoulding your wants do ſpeake 
my pertioular fay lings in my Randihg, and therefore let vs labour 
that we may by Gods mercy preuent a totall and finall reuolt. 
and I hope all the deatfithar euer my ſpirit ſhalrtaſt of: forthe laſt 
Fperacionithatis aſweet — though it may be paineful yet 
the Lord will affiſt yrito the ende, arid the remembrance of what 
we ſtriue for will make all things eaſy ind ſweet neither do I com- 
playne for any thing but for want of conference and ——_ 
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tand faſt that I might take delight in the Saints, yet hereein am I 
letten fall, and wounded paſt all my ſtrength I am that reproached 
Caff away Þyon whom no manſceket „ after, and tuen abaſhed 
to repayre into their cotapatiycs, by alienation of their countenan: 
ces, ſo am that man fubie& vnto Salamons cenſure, Woe vuts 
dim that is alone. K: Well ſince I ſee your exceeding loue and 
care of mee, euen to grow into paſſion by view of my vnreformed- 
nes, as a thing peculyar by ſence of others ſmarts that your owne 
thileryes ſeaſe ypon you, giue mee leaue to extend that ſtrength [ 

haue to comtort thee my very ſiveet companion. G: Will you loue 
mee ſo much? Indeede you know not what-you giue vnto the Lord 

by that meanes, therefore Iimbrace you and pray the Lorde make 

my harte worthy your counſell, and very deepe kindneſſe. K: a- 
gainſt our next meeting, I will deſire of God to giue mee a worde 

of comfort for yon. G. Ithanke you ſweet hart: for indeede I 
am ſo much caſten awayif there were no other cauſe, But that ] 


wꝛite and pzofefſe chziltianity: K. 1 ſwarcit is true: Well Iwill Peu. 2. 


leaue you a little. G: The Loꝛd riveth vpon the heavens foz help 
of his Church : The eteruall God is thy refage : and vnder his 


arme thou art fare fo; ener:PÞe ChallcaG downe all enempes and 


ſay deſtroy them, K How doe you yet my Sit? Whatreade you? 
G. An excellent place of Deutronomony and Iſa, K: Shalll 
know them? G. Yes I pray you reade them. K. itis a ſtrong hold 
indecde, well, you will giue mee lenue to deale in all loue withyou, 
as you did with mee? G: Yes with all my hart. K: Tben- I wil 
proce ede with you, as you did with mee, that there may be no loue 
loſt, haue you kept that violence in y our ſelfe, Which you ympoſe 
vpon me as a matter of ſuch neceſſitie. G. I thapke you ſweete 
Sir: No the Lord knoweth: for | did thinke all the worſt had bene 
paſt, and oucrweened my ſelſe, and enlarged my hart vnto ſooliſh 
preſumption, of liberty, chaunge, and what not. So the Lord did 
oven faithfully ſtrike me inthe hart, and I was euen all dead. K. 
But vee did not commit wickednes? G. I know not: for I am ſure 


my hare was very bad, and forgetfull of former yowes, and affe cti- 
Vn did · fooliſhly preſſe aſter, 7 ofliberty K. But you did nat 


pro- 


3 


k 5 


The Rayſing of, 
proceede vnto ill tranſgreſſion? G. I tranſgreſſed by conterfing 
\... with the vnreformed, and ef hart vnto vanity. K. ke hs 
the latter iudge yourſelfez But for the former it was the Prophet b 
Davids plight, Which camplapneth he was fantos ts dwell in the b 
Tents of the vngodiy. Gi Indecde my ſweet Knight, give what 
cenſure you will, for I am guilty of thetranigreſſion of the whole 5 
Lawe, Loch in knowledge, and feeling. and ſo indeede am euen h 
at faynting. K: There be foure ſpeciall vſes in your eftate, Firſtthat | 
God will not haue you periſn with the careleſſe world: Second 1 
that he will not haue you long out of lus fauour by ſſray ing abroad: 0 
Thirdly that by all your feares hereafter, and aſtoniſhmenes what- 
ſoeuer, this is his onely purpoſe crying alowd vnto your hart, Came 5 
2 — wilt thou perilh in thy ſinnes and pꝛe⸗ 
| ſumptions. And thus preuenteth by timely returning that you ſhal pom 
not be ſamiſhed for want of outward meanes and laſtly wee ſhall re- bo. 
celue thepriſe of our high calling euen by the open experiences of — 
our ſences. N D oe 1 
Therefore for a during rule, let vs haue the Lawe before vs, as $4 


E 


a glaſſe every days and be ſure to examine and try our harts, touch - 
ing our predominant ſinnes how wee haue done that which is com · 


95 


manded, and reſiſted that which is forbidden, So ſhall wee 
peare reſigned vnto tho Mr. of the combat, Wihs will gine the 
ko vnto thoſe that Erine lawfully though neuer ſo weakelp, For 
Fayth conſiſteth not in the meaſure, (but in the affectionate deſire 
this 1 know is —— nature, but ſweet and eaſy vnto grace. 
But I pray you Knight, are — willing to conferr with mee in 
earneſt, and purpoſe to labour for the Kingdome? 

Yes in good earneſt. G: then let vs informe our ſclues 
frõ the preiudice of our courſes, ſince that loue of God cannot moue 
vs, and let vs dwell a little vpon that place of Peter: What pzofit 
had you then b thoſe thinges whereof yon are now aſhamed, let 
vs examine our owne harts what we haue gayned by ſinne? let- vs 

examine the ſtate ofothers how they haue gayned? and ſet downe 
out reſolution, and iud gement according to the end? and let vs pro- 
poſe the vice of the fleſh for the example, K: So wee ſhall make 


FEY 


them that are fallen, 


our ſelues odious. G:not at al remeber how the inceſtuous man was 
receyuedand kiſſed of the whole congregation, after ſorrow fot 
his ſinne? Bay ſæ the compaſſion of the Apoſtle: tha: he ſhould not 
be ſarp2ifed with ſozrow: I feare me you will ſtill dwell in the fleth 
E of Egipt: odious? Let me be accepted with Chriſty and a ſtraw 
or all the phantaſticall children of vanity in the world: For if we 
haue not proclaymed defyance vnto their ccurts and alyances, al 
our vowes are in vayne, now for the motyue to vndergoe this com- 
bat, ſince our victory is layd vp with Chriſt Ielus, what ſhould 
diſmay vs? The ſcorne of the vnreformed? alas, what haue wee 
to doe with them vnleſſe by way of contagyon in their 2 
the vertue will loue vs, and take pleaſure in our communitis, reade 
our exerciſes, and fight with vs, in the ſpirit for holynes and obedi- 
ence as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh: and wee our ſelues by our willing- 
nes and Gods bleſſing, @ball fozget and ſmile at the ſhame that 
ſome f@liſh ſhame, which appeareth in our changedeftates, /aiah 
5 4- whereinour verp beauty is changed by our cozredion: I his 
ſhal be forgotten I ſay, and in account priſed, a high ſeruice vnto 


the Lord, & we ſhall haply inioy our beauty agayne, as thoſe which 


beeing delivered from feare, ſerue the Lord, in holyncs and righ- 
teonſnes all the dayes of our lines; O that wee had vnderſlanding 


1 Cox. 5. 


harts, and ſtable parts in vs; I make no queſtion: but you and I doe 


know ſome men ſo horribly confounded in wheredome, as hauing. 


great liuings they conſume all vpon filthynes and paſle their time 


atplayes, that ſame prophane exerciſe which robbeth the pocre, 


and inded is the Sempnaryofal vncit aue and filiby matckes: a 
reuerend father in dete ſtation thereof (Tertulion 1 take (it writeth 
thus. Nihill eft nobis, Hſu auditu, vel dif/n: cum iuspudlicit ia t hea. 
tre; But wee wil returne I haue wronged you ſweet hart: but y ou, 
willpardon I would remoue what euer ſhould hinder our very o- 
pen, and plaine tendred. obedyence vnto the Lord, and muſt con- 
feſſe vnto you, that in ſeeking to ſtrengthen you, I am very weak 
and caſten downe my ſelfe, for no ſmall or ordinary tempeſts, ac- 


company my hart euen to diſable, and caſt me downe quite out- 


right, refuſed, (corned, comemned; euen of thoſe who ves they 
, new 
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knew me truely honoured me, and now they ſee that the Lord hath 
drawne me through this red ſea of lingering attendance,depſiſe me, 


and diſpute my ende ʒalas poore wealce men: For the Lord dotk 


know how deſirous Jam to doe every man right, and grieue euen 
deepely that I haue not = thinges, eyther to ſell or pawne to pay 
them: that the crertions of God in my hart might reſt without their 
— — but herein is my death, as that ſame deſigned 
quarter for tryall of obedyence. 

G. then thus: we in our prodominant ſinnes pride, exciſe Lux- 
vry or whoſoever, haue continued not only the time of our youth, 
but euen of ourage; of ignorance and knowledg in them a high 
meaſure of prouocatiõ then affliction that happy viſiter and remem- 
brancer he ſeizeth vpon vs, and we cry vnto God, and if he ſhould 
deliver vs preſently we ſhould 'gayne as little as PHharoah by Moſes 
rod but þ cole was put vnto his lips, by the ting Angels he Gonty 
not haltyly toꝛget themollage wherevnts he was veſignsd * and 
why ſhould not wee ſuffer the time of our curiag, according vnto 
the wi ful [way of our careleſſe wandering? and prayſe the Lord that 
hathnot conſumed vs, in our guilt, So it is proportianable that wee 
do endure a heauy diſtracting age, for a long miſpent youth: exceſſe 
is to be cured by want: the vice of the fleſh by diſeaſes feares, and 
ponerty: why do ] diſpiſe the portion and medicine? it I know my 

ſelle wounded byguilt and ſo of thereſtmuſt I be ſtraightdiſcharged 
as ſone as I cry for ſmart. then fhallI gayne playne nothing: why 
werethe Iſralites exerciſed 40. pres in the Mildernes, but to in- 
culcatet poũd y perpetual, acknowledgment of their mighty wroghe 
liberty and enfranchment out ofſo rang a captiuity being the Ves 
rp birth and pꝛopagation ofthe Church: therefore wee ſe the ordi- 
nary courſe of goods ſaving prudence in the depth o his loue, to 
afflict vs euen to the ſame end, not otherwiſe then as need requireth 
x Pet. 16. what haue we to do with lymmiting of umes? but letthe 
Lord alone were it not a ſtrange ſpecch a wounded -man ſhould 
ſay to his ſurgeon: his is enough, 5 thus long wil ſerus: o, no 
we may not ſo proceed, nether muſt we be weary, but wall iny image 
ofour redeemer, in patience, obedience, & mecknes, we haut wot pat 
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© meanes , but by ſelling of that which ould haue 
his children. Hee had a hutidred p 
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rrefiffed unte blad:we muſk wozk oifour laluation infears,q ſo fl Feb. 12. 


nith our courſe with tox. Since the Lords God, & pittieth the ſtate 
of our mortalitie, why are we diſmayd/and why feare weffithetice al 


————— — bad e: 

this many yeres,you are not 

f — | war Oe : 

| IAA ͤ K ſtorie of a diſtreſ- 
> 


— and dead how chanceth 
K: Nothing but all well. G: Well, will 


ſed man, as you — e 
fultreward was ſuch, after mat endured tempeſtes, as 
1 our more eaſie 


would make all eaſie and ſweete vnto you and me, in 
conditions,. K: I pray you quic len mee with it« -- Ge: Then I 
7 penal man,wha hailing paſſed of long a red 
tea of tempeſts and ſtormesꝭ jt pleaſed God to touch him inis chil - 
dren, in his wife, and in himſelfe: the mother fell ĩimodeſpaire, the fa- 
ther into the pala ion of the heart, continuall watch and care was had 
to diſpoſſeſſe them of all — Fa 6 wereablent ; this 
man in this wofull * ot neceſzity repaireto London, 
he moſt carry his · wife with im, hes muſt leaue his liuing and his 
children euen to dhe deueurertꝭ the Lord ſud vnto him, Get the aut 
| and das vidiger 1: hee had neither money nor 
ene the ttuy of 
payaAtT 0 | 


tLondonattymes 
ul wife with childe, hein contmuall danger of ,arreft, 


alreadiepkft 
and to be taken from ficr: Ma not this a heauy plight my knight? 


N: Tach Lord knowech:1 pray you what was the end) Gent: 


Gtatious and good, th ough heauic and feareſull for the time: for be- 
ing in che ioumey to London newes loth meete him, like chat of 


that his aduerſaries in la Mare continually at the Exchequer bar, 
and if hee doe not make preſent appearance with his counſell, both 


17 
| ned but by n onk. F peace, nos (4 
— —— — —— — 


eto deniſe my 


edie. : ee 
mad to wonder a hlt exrtcaniitics, und were wrarie eo heare repor 
of then the heavens denied to ſi 1 him, rn 
eim out, his childecn at homein danget obs lwallowed yp ng 
-*2 " | C 
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cylt᷑ out of all: well in his wofull phght, without any hope in. che 
world but as a man carryed by officers.t9 receiuc tud ment in a con- 
ſiſtary of erueltv, (or ſur h was hi freling) he came vp 10 Lond n, 
neuer man in ſueh m ſety tar feare of arre, (which he continuallv 
ecpected, )as fearin g therby the vttet overtbrow of his ite, nd calte, | 
ing away of her child. in this p:rplexuy lee tepayred to hiscredi- 
tor to whom this hundred was due.. ] he crec>tor ſeeing the tate of 
the man wounded, boch in body and mind did wonderfully com- 
fort him, and ray ſe him vp toapprehend the pronules of God, an: 
rot on y with wordes but preventing bim that he ſhould not grieue 
for fayling day with fim, did giue him longer day wi lingly, which. 
hee did not onely performe. but (digeſt well what I write Knight, 
nay let all the world digeſt it) for a thing memorable boub, in 
God, and the party i This Creditor vnderſtanding of ihe great 
charges of the poore Gentleman in the City, and that his cauſes in 
Lawe were pieſently — did demaund of him what. 
ſtore of money hee had: at which very wordes the Gentlemars; 
hart did brealce and hee did fall into paſſion,” which he ſeeing ipoke 
thus. Nay heleeue me ſay th he, we wil not haue mony matiera make 
vs ſo ſorrowfull, aud ſoa to tant lube did lend tde Gentiemantbae/ 
ſcoʒe poundmoze vpn bis owne band: Whereby hee , recovered, 
ſtrength to himſelte, comfort to his wife, and overthrow. vnto all 
his aduerſaryes in [ awe: what ſay youmy K night, haue I not ſtird 

ou vp with a ſtery K: Ves wonderfully I ſweare vnto you. G. 
ä — for concluſion as great a wonder as this. The Mr of 
the houſe where the Gent: and his wife lay, at the ted Bull wthour 

Newgate, ( beeing about to depart, hauing pay de all, demaunded 

ofthe Gent: what ſtore of mon he had, the Gentleman anſwered 
hee had not much, but that hee thought would bring him home in- 
to his country: The Ms. anſwercd, well Sir I baue no great ſtore of 
mony to lend you. but ſuch as l haue, take with you to borrow mo- 
neyof if you need, And ia delivered him 3 fap2e gilt ſiluer bowles, 
in caſe ko be carxed at the ſavdle bow, and willed him pay ya, 
them at the yearesende 26 —— — how all 
theſe fearefull tempeſtes did fort intas ſunne · ſhine calme of happy. 
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deliuerance, loe Sir what caufe haue wee to ſorrow that wee ſhould 
forget thankfulnes to this Lord w hoſe e yes tend vpon the afflicted, 
for you know we concluded that when the Lord would make a cou- 
ſtant diuorce bet wirt vs, the world and Sathanat once, we ſhauld 
finde all Sathans pzaciſes inflamed aginſt vs, as they were a- 
gainſt this man in example : Aud what gapned Þathan, though 
the man for the time was ſtrengthleſſe? Yet God did fee that 
for his owneglory hee made him, without power to helpe him- 
ſells, and thereſore he did manage al his matters, and gaue bim 
Conq;geſt, Euen Mathan thed?did ye neuer reade nor heare 
85 ofa reuerend man who hauing beene long afflicted, and 
after finding ſome reſt did grow wonderfull heauy harted, and a 


 Giendof his comming to him, fel into a bitter weeping taking vp the 


and dis Lo2d had fozſaken bime I aſſure you my Knight, I have 
beene ſome rake together in the trembling of the hart, and it hath 
ceaſed, and I hyue feared more then before, an when ithath'come 
agayne I haue embraced it though no creature ſo b. d and batren for 
— — ſelfe: it is my ſinme, & | deſire others to make better 


eoplaints of Syon in the y · of 1/a34b that God had fo;gotten htm, 


eee of our deare God: & beſeech him, the world may 


eby the example of my long continued affliction, not to dall 
with Sachen in a ſeruice ———— atfendance,as J dais 


much abuſed: che Lord euen Ieſus forgiueme, for I mo broken & 


abandoned comunitie of the godly,thrown out into the places of diſ- 


gr ee, that | haue much adoe to prevent even groſe euils: it ſhallbe 
tter when the L. ord wii. In themeane time let vs returne & deeply 
ſtir yp one another, in this ſweer and moſt rightly required, c bed y- 
ence: K: I pray you make { way Gent: G: Looke ye Sir i a Lord cf 
a mannor beeconfined nere an vſurping neighbour who pretendeih 
title vnto his Lordſlup, and for bis one defence the Lawe preſeri- 
beth that continuall clayme be made for continuance of his right, 
it you be put in truſt to make this claſme and iaylcthierein, are you 
not eriminally guilty beeing made acquainted before what waight 
the matter was of. "6 Yes in good carneſt, G Why then thus m 
ſereet hart: The Lord by the redemption of the gentle! efis, hat 


choſe for himſelfe your hart, and my hart, to haue I ay a peculyar 
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gainſtthe 
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manſion for kitmſclfe, and this continitall claime bee made for the 
Lambes right, now.fram the beginning Sathan wilt haue enmity a- 


gentle Mr. che ſhould ſtand in the gappe agnnſt the intruding dau- 
than and make continyall clayme, this is the matter required.of vs, 


this is the price demaunded cuen for our hole, and parpetualſalia- 


tion tliat õurſiarts ſoules & ſpirits ſtrengiii be prepared in defyanc e 
of Sathan, to defend out Mr, his ſleffuomꝭ and ſpec ally ſince hee 
hath pleaſed to make our euill Ears a manſon” and pallace for his 
ſacred reſicence, K: But I pray you dot you this duety vob ſelx⸗ 

G: Alas Ihaue told you that Lam woe, that I haue no and do 
it not, why will yqu ſtill Iooke vpom me ho am'tenthouſand tine 
behind ali men? the queſta is not who doth 8 what 
degree of fayphifullobedyence'cucry man onghr By lab. in de witch 


fulnes to aſpyre vnto, for glory of his ovne Creatot;Redbeiner; and | 
Redemption?” and to ſeaſe vp thecertainty thereof in carying the 


Lordes image and diſcardiog the world, it is the continued e 
in our 3 againſt ou? ſtrong raturall man, that offere 
the acceptable obedyence and viotencefor the Lambes Robe:Righ- 
teouſneſſe and Kingdome which ſhall inueſt vs into the affyranc 
of fayth and poſſeſſion of dur ſoules, Yti thisgiriet fruit ul righ- 
tednfnes which is called our reſt, KI 779 ——r— 
Gent: Obedience I take tobe a tough of a working hand 
of Gods ſpirit by regenerating grace: er D ſoundly by 
Faith! Eſtabliſhed by hope: Continewed by loue: Diſtnbutedby 
violence,outofan :ndaſtruous commanding rule ouerthe whole bo- 
dy of ſinne: Preſſing after the Author and finiſher of — ek 
Heb: 12: Thus Lconceaue by reaſon. of the t ontinuall appotrtion 
betuy irt nature and grace: For grace reſpectethy the Maſters demaumd 
of õur whole hart, foulc and ſtrength ; and nature q welleth below 
oppoſing againſt this holy preparation, and leadeth for the world 
and mom Vanities: kut na worde for th, knowledge of obe. 
dyence digeſt be whole Lawe and every perticular branch thereof 


in your hart, and where you finde diſobedience the contrary _ 


auiour, Fozit was fo dect to engage the Childzen | 
ofthe couenant, that for exerciſe of their contimuall clayme for the 
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them that are fallen. 


of is obedience;and4 wil giue you a finerule from the word evenche 
32. of Iſaiab which ſhalbe your light, and yoor ſtafſe: euen the 
ſpirit of truth In all the alterations of your life; hall by an c ſfec⸗ 
tuall wozde foumd in your eares, this is th rinbt way goit: that 
is the wong way auoyde it. This is the heavenly permoniſhing 
grace of God, who both ſhewethvs what is har mefull in our wal- 
king to auoyde it, and of it ſelfe helpeth vs to paſſe by offenſſue pits, 
and remoue the ſnares: God neuer requireth any thing of man, but 
hee no weth that man hath neither will nor deede of himſelſe to any 
performance, andthetfore doth attend, andas it were, bold the tonti 
himſcifeto take vie w ol aur beginning, e ende noꝛs foʒ obedience - 


and de hunſelfe will wozke it out fo a mof crttaine and wet at. 


ceptable ſernice vnto him, and chus-wee fulfill the wholeLawe of 
God: Opcya dei ſunt pecc ata uus ſunt et cum premium venern ſua dena 
aon tuamerita coronabit K: I amweary I can tell you G: So am 
I, Iaſſure you alittle, but let vs recreate our ſelues wich a queſtion 
you ſhall poſe me if you will, or Iy ou. K. What is the queſtion? 
G. It is this becauſe Wee ha ne ſpoken much of patience and meeke- 
fles before: Let vs now enquire howobedyenceis allyed;orrather 
knit in line of blood with metkenes and paticnce; arid whethes it bee 
a Mother ex a Siſter. K: a Mother it cannot bee. G:. Why? K: 
Becauſe they bee the gifts f God. G: That is nothing: ſhall wee 
— — love is not an affect of the ſpirit, becauſe the ſpirit is the gilt 
God? and ſhall wee ſay that prayer is not the infant ol Paidi;be- 
cauſe Faith is the gift of God. K: Indeede I am fad and dead har 
ted: G: Nay it may not be ſo, for wee conferre to praiſe fad- 
nes groweth euer from corruption or from cenſure thereof; when 
it is private, therefore let mee not haue youſad;for when you were 
not ſo a8 now, by the grace of God younever diſeoutagod 
mee thus: But I remembes when I was a boy ſent ſorfrow ſchoole 
vnto my fathers houſe, if | ſtayed aweekethere,] ſhould be more 
— ys bn — So — ou have wrot _ 

e by abuſing I K: ou doe touch my 
right, and infepen th — lam ſad at the hart. G:Wellearcor- | 
ing to the truth of your; 8 1 in compunction of any thing miſ- 
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done, the Lord is excorablerand I pray grieue me no more then ĩs fit, 
for I am not ſo ſtrong as I haue beene : ſtire vp therefore your ſelfe, 
and let vs ſpeak of thts kindzed(as J may ſar) betwixt obedience, 

| d5atience, K: In leede Il am not able. G: Nei- 
ther I; but let vs ſhew what we thinke (weakely as is) and the godly 
learned will hetpevs. K: Good fir, I cannot; neither can you I 
thinke, C: I chanke you for that motiue;to make me delue deepe 


Obediece into all my faculticsz and ſay Dbedience is the mother, and 1 


I hu. 14. obedience ſo imediat'y obedience, btingeth forth patience, K:. May 


If. 


oue it thus: there is neither known? meekeneſſe nor patience, but 
in regad ol ſome reſiſting violence offered vnto nature or grace, or 
them both: but Obedience is the common mother which giuerh ex- 
ample bothto work Reſiſtance,and to endure wrongs(faz the com- 
mandementſake ) therefore from obedience, as from a common 
Anceſtor iſſueth both meelcenes and patience: for how is it known 
who's mecke and patient before ſome tentation: haue made tryall 
of their Obedyence? Then the mother that hathlearned to en- 
dure all for her welbeloued, the pacyficth her Childzens, 
nekteneCe and patience, and biddeth them be ffill I leaue it to 
the lcarned: oncly this I conceaue as yet ſo obedyence is al ton ara 
my friends ſaith the Lamb ii you hape my commanadements 
which is onely and ſolely by obetlience, for as tribulation tryeth 


the place that pot alledged as-; you arempſriends if pou tone ons 
_ another G:well we wilnot contend for the matter you are fomching 
waſpiſhand deceiued herein at this time: but ſhew you the diffe- 
renc: bet xt obedience and loue indeed it will eyther quicken you, 
or aſtoniſſi you the more, K. nothing at all: we may loue one ano- 
ther, an. be far from obedyenc e G: chat is the thing in queſtion and 
| le ſince loue is commaunded anlwere K night. K. prove 
chat loue is only in outward things and the Profit ſayth my g 
vnto tha but ta the nts below, ſo we may loue our 


oxtend not 
26. neighbour for al we haue outwardly and yet be diſobedience, G: Alas 
how wealely: hath not j Lord command our goods beauſe he bath 
on heed ot them it is high time e ſhould meet againe for the firſt 
branch of the conunaund is to loue the Lord our God * 
| t, 
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hart ſoule & ſtrength & c. wherein is contayned that by force of tir's 
loue we muſt ſccke for the knowledg of our God for I un d lisi- 
20 quantum, credimas, K. Very good: G. And do l loue my ſclſe 
no more. but for my outward goods to ea e d inlee ſlet pe and come 
in lien it raynethꝰ and haue I no care to the word, and tokcepe the 
Saboth, and to auc yd open impietyesę if T haue this loue and know- 
ledg for God in m/ ſelfe? Jam bouud to labour as well to inueſt my 
bretheren tliereinto, and this is the ſecond table wheteſaibe fir it 
is eſtabliſhed as in linke bre ae one and becake al, ſo the trutli 1s, 
that I muſt ſhgw the oue that | owe vnto God by drav ing my bre- 
thren to ibe obedience of his law, and this is a whole and ſound obe- 
dyence for the memb- rs cannot be ſeperated from the head neyther 
one from another ſo it is a high degree of obedyenc e chat we labor to 
inueſt others into th: ſame lenowledg of true obedy ent e vnto the 
whole law of God, witii vs as well, as giue them a peice of bread, or 
a nights lodging, K. But who digeſteth or practiſeth this? G. I pray 
yau jet me not find you thus perucrs what i thetcalon mant hecaute 
you are come fol c agaynenybat if no liuing man doit. su not 
therfore the cõmandemẽt of Gd: K. in ʒood earnefl y Lord be er- b 
cyful vnto me, the hearing ofobady ener, & that / muſt quireabidon 
all vnreformed company, though I knew enough beforcycrdid ſur 


| 


OO 


priſe Neef Lord be mercyful yato me Hay & il by hi ſtregth 1 
ariſe, & I pray you my Gen: hep me with yoùt deſires indeed T wil; ' 
but truely the only peace ol all deſires and qiũet reſt iu ſpirit is from 

this ame obedy ene, which Sathan maligneth,that we ſhould agree | 


in: But ide Lozd Hall bzuiſe his head, and give vs peace, and 
therefore 1 0 tell me fir, from that expe tĩence you haue of God 
and from hole tcares vhich dropped grace vnto your heart, what is N 
our r ee 3 ience ? * I muſt tell you | 
uuamo ere e tion vmo mee conſideging what I ſcele. q 
G: Haply as heauie voeo mee : but eee i 
carefyt! and not di ſcourage vs: let God be trne,.. rightes 
aus, andholy, and all menlyars. K: ButIpiay you can you 
on G: Tes chat Ican. K: Thenyouſhall 
jar hy the law. G: Sol will: Foz Chriſi came to 4 

| i 
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Chriſt is your ſtabilitie of the law, and euen he ide llaine Lanbe, 

is giuen vnto me with all his holineTe and righteoaſnefſe:where- 

vpon the Apoſtleconcludeih; That the righteouſneſſe of the law 

is fulfilled in vs by bim.Rom.3.4 K: And yet you ſay you are 

a heynous tranſgreſſor of the whole law G: So I am truly: hut my 
humble e of my tranſgreſsions, is my 

ſtrength, and taki oye of my faith,carricth me vnto him, who 

hath fully both ſarisſied, aud cancelled the law: Foz he came fo ſane 
anners. K. May euery man hold this aſſurance? G: Yesifhee 
haue the ſome faith. K: Youanſwer me withif G: Good rea- 

ſon that I deale plainely with you: for Chriſt came to ſaue belecuers, 

g and if any man beleeue not, he is none of Chtiſts: hut he that be- 
teneth,is paſſed from death. Whither? @urely ints life: neither 

into Pargatozie no; flepe which ſince the Lord ſetteth before 

mee to enquire of, ſtir yp your ſelte in Gods name, and bee 
enlarged fer my reliefe, as you haue beene (ſweete harte.) 
Gent. Any thing in the world that 1 can, as willingly as I breath. 

K: tell me then your opinion touching diſpayre, ſomething bythe 
way you did touch n in the former priſoners Conference: Baut 

I would heare "ou at large. G. Alas this is che moſt ynhic ſeaſon 
that euer could be: being ſo weake my ſelfe and yet Ireceive com- 

fort, by the wordes of a reuerend man (remembred vnto mee by a 

tue euer loving brother) ho hauing purpoſed to comment vpon 

#6, preſently fell ſicke and fo continewed all the time of his labour 

to him by the very meanes of his ſickenes, as he ſay ed ve compreſſ® lob 
compre fſus ory ei vnluerati mentem Fu der N that 
— e moro fit by che feeling of alflictiens, how to judge 
ſoffly. and ſöberly, of the afflited: right ſo I muſt aſſure you that 


eltate I ene e matten, with many degrees of 
oy les in remptatigh eyen lately, and many horrors threate 
we e dend de ir e (ing bu Ta 
deſire the Lord to be mercifull vnto mee, that out of my ene pri. 
nate ſenee and feeling of ſd heauy a plight, | may ſpeake ſomthing 
ynto you of his rizhreous compaſſion, in my owne experiences 


whith 
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which may bee ayding to my ſelfe and others but ſpecially your 
goodſelfe, if neede require. But alas if my feeling be taken away, 
where is my apprehenſion of ſtrengrh for others? and of this feeling 
hath ao man aſſurance but at will only: for if otherwiſe: the ſtrong 
would deuoure the weake: but the ſence of death. and terrour of 
afflictions: and that men bee ſubiect vnto the fame miſery, doth ſo 
apaule the deuouring oppreſſors, that euen biting, they ſtay their 


humors, and — — , foz wounding is the mighty 


of Truth: Let no man ouerweene himſelſe ſayth the 
Apoſtle, Bat he who ſcemeth to ſtand let him beware be tall not 


you who are ffrong ſaithbo Gala: 6. reffozs and comfozt the 


weaks with ſoftnes,not pleaſing yourſelues, conſtdering youmay 
be cfrcumnented by Sathan, 
There is one place which I confeſſe vnto you doth threaten 


and wound me, K. Why what place ſhould wound you, that in 
All the changes of your afflitiens haue found in the ſame worde 2 
| - a auing and ſoueraigne medicine? G, you ſay well: it ſhould bee 


otherwiſe, but herein you muſt haue a wiſe hart and handle a bro- 


Len ſpirit with tender hands, e ſoſt ſpechas to truely th grens 
wound wtil quickly bi&d : For as the worde is omneſufficient 


for tlus life, and that to come, yet all fleſh muſt know that ĩt ĩs but 
| — and muſt fade ai the flower at the rebuke of the Lord, the 


er will eonſume the droſſe: and fyne the Gold and will burne ſo 
long as ĩt findeth matter to be burned: So the pretious loue of our 
deare God will continew His aſflictions So long as he find eth ſa⸗ 
perflaity ofiniquſtie in our moztalitie, as that ſame pur ging and 
medcinable fire. K. I hope you account not your ſelſe droſſe? G. 
Not altogether: Nor finally 1 hope: but my weakenes may wound 
the Church in many particulars, from the Truth I haue written vn- 
to others if I fall my ſelfe. K. Where learaeyou to feareyour fall, 
G.Euenftom the Apoſtles words before alledged and the experi- 
enceot my weakenes: Py pꝛide and arrogancy bath deceinedme, 
and my f@oliſh boldnes hath bꝛaught me info deſolate Wwayes, K: 
Well you are ſory for it, and ioy not in it, neyther wiſh it ſnould 
liue in you, and therefore * i vato the place of Oſey. G. Alas 
vou 


Hoſea g. 
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you knov I was bolde do conclude comfortably from thence vnto 
the wonnded patient, euen ſo farre as his vntowardnes ſhould nee 
drive away the mercyfull Phiſition though hee ſayd he would bea 
gone, and now mee thinkes heſayth to mee hee will depart and bee 
Iikea lyon vnto me. which th ugh know he came be yet in abſẽce? 


ſathan may deuoure mee K I hen is God vntrues Who hath bonnd 


himſclfe both by his word and eath to deliner vs from @athan : 
and therevpon bath infoyned a requeſt peculiarly foz that: And 
fie that you fall into ſuch ſenceleſſe abſurdities, fince you baue 
ſtrengthned mee with a word of aſſurance, if the mother could ſ03- 
get her child vet cannot J fozget the (ayth the Lad. Et 49. ver. 


15. what can Þathan do than. G. Sathancan do enough againft. 


an vnbeleeuer. K. Who is an vnbeleeuer? G. Hee which cannot 
take hold of Gods promiſes. K. I ſay you blaſpheame: aus vou 
not ſaivno man bath liks bel&@fe and feeling af all times? hang 
you not concluded that the defirs to be laue is ſufficient > and to 
mourns becauſe you eannot belaue is a faning Fayth? Iwill bee 


gone if you thus pull downe your former building. G. Well I lie 


not for I haue beene ſince I ſce you, that I had neyther firme be- 


liefe, nor ſound hope, neyther durſt well 2 ofthe guilt 
of my hart. K: What then you grieued in 
G. Ves ſo as was. K: Wel you may do wel to ſpeaks gap ofthe Lozd, 


and not make euery temptationa downefall, but be ſtreug and a- 


riſe in the faluation of God, I could ſpeake ſomething bitterly vn- 
to you but will not. G. Now I beſeech you in all our loue doe fo; 
for no man will help mee to ranſacke my euill hart. K: Indeede 


I will not: It was but a conceit of weakenes: I know you haue 


udured too much for me to prize or cenſure, yet the Lord bath bin 


your ſtrength, and that is a erowne vpon your head: and a bar in the 


enemyes mouthes, and let them ſtill practiſe ( it the will of God be 
ſo) and be not youweary of wel doing, but he ſure when men dos 
band agatutt you, the Lozd meaneth to gine glozy vnto pon. G. 
1 muſt needes confeſſe that your extreamities,and my owne wants 
haue wounded-mee very much, and after many 5 hope in my 
perticuler ſuite, to bee ſtill preuented by oppreſſion, and practiſe, 
to leaue mee in the ſtreets for want of meanei to defend my _ 


ſtate did yee not? 
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doth greatly ſhake mee, for feare ro wound the cauſe of my reli. 
ion, K: Butwhy doubt you. G: Becauſel ſinne daily. K: 
ow doe you ſinne ? G: In cogitations and ynprofitable thin- 
king ofdefircd libertie, K. Doe you take pleaſure therein? G: 
Ithinlce I doe not: I am ſure I ould not. K: Why then march 
on though youfall, ariſe, and pray helpe of other G: No man 
will helpe me, but all men forſake and diſpute me: K: But the 
1 ord doth not, neither euer will, do you hope ſo? G: Yes indeede 
weakely; and the rather becauſe he hath — my deſires ſo low 
as to liue in any ſeruice or calling in the world, where I might with 
labour and paines get any thing to pay my debts, I would neuer aske 
more ʒ but euen leaue my children, my ſighs and teares for portion, 
though my hope was much by my late ſacred Miſtris Zlix abeth. 
K: Be you not then out of heart, ſince your Lo: hath conformed you 
vmtothe obedience of his Sonne, to forget and ſorſake all to follow 
him? G: Tes truly, in ſome weake ſort I doe feele it. K: Well, 
will you reioyce and tell me your opinion of deſpaire. G: Truly 
it is a thing much ſpolcen of, and is grieuous for the preſent, but 
worketh wonderfully and changeth water into Wine. K. What 
doe you thinlce of it. G. I feare it: and ] feare it not: I feare it 
in ſuſpition of mine one weaknes; I feare it not by doubting the 
ende, which J haue in diuers knowne moſt bleſſed vnto the afflic- 
ted, K. but in your former diſeourſe you alledged that ſtuborn- 
nes in man ſhould make the Lord depart: what ſtubornnes hath 
there beene in you towardes Gods will? G. I know not what you 
call it: but I haue done things forbidden, and left vadone godly 
thinges commanded, K. Who hach not ſo donc? G. I know not, 
But haue you had a malicious ſtuborne ſpit of indignitie a- 
gainſt the Lord in your ſinning, you ſpeake of ſtubornnes who 
was euer ſo ſtubborne and openly ſhut vp in blaſphemous wilfull 
contempt, as Jonah about a trifling delight of his affections, and 
what renengo did the Load take ofthis : but by gentle ſmyling 
rebukes, doeſt thou well to be angry? and he anſwered gracelefly 
and blaſphomonfly, J dps well to be angry tothe death: Did not 
che Lord paſſe by this grieuous 251 and contumelie? ſo r pray 
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you be comforted for as the Lords patience is not euer to bee aſſu⸗ 


red: No more is his departing to bee limitted, but referred to his 
gratious pleaſure: and therefore I pray you giue mee ſome better 
ſatiſfaction why yee ſaid you feared diſpayre: and feared it not. 
G. I ſay I fearcit as a naturall man: and I feare it not as. a regene-. 
rate man: I feae it becauſe my ſinnes be many and feſtred, which 


muy make my paticnce and attendance more diſtreſſed to endure 


the Lordes returne: I feare it neyther in reſpect of the affliction, fo 
J Know it (anctifieth to the Baints: Neyther any otherwiſe: but 
leaſt my vnpure poluted parts, ſhould make me breath out any leaſt 
diſcontent by blaſphemous word or thought, Ik now the Lord will 


conſume the droſſe of my carnall man, that way or ſome other as 


it plcaſe his gratious maieſtie. 

I have beene preſent with diuers in this afflicton, but they were 
gentle, righteous, ſweet ſoft harted ones, but l am growne olde in 
my ſinns and without the Lords great mercy, they ſhall lps-downe 
in the duſt with ms: for | haue glutted my ſelfe in feeding my af- 
fections, and put of ſence of the euil day, and in my afflictions haue 
ſought plraſure, and vaine delight therefoze ſayth the ꝛophet A 
muũ ly downe in loꝛrow, but if l had fought theſaluation of God, 
then ould A haue called vpon bim and he would anſwere. A will 
heare ther ſayth tde Lo2d thy ſtrength, and ſtrang defence, K how 
may this affliction be preuented? G. There is no way to preuent 


Gods decreed ordinances: — ſince we haue learned that this and all 


other afflictions are but only means to refine our harts vnto 5 Lord: 
indeed the neareſt meane to move him for ſparing herein isto las 


The vſe of bour our harts euen to imbracs this, oaahat, oʒ what other trxal oz 
a7cctions- niſchargſoener it may pleaſe dim to inioyne which if wee feare it 


not by way of heady perſwayſion and preſumption but in ſoberues 
and ready obedience, deſirdus to be cruſiſitd toths wozld and the 
woꝛld to vs tofollovs Chr:/? and this as a counſel for our refigned 
preparation for if he will bring glory to his nate, and a ſpoyle vp- 
on Sathan by ſequeſtring me for the Lambs garment, in this morta- 
lyty with feare: or diſpayrein his Scowring houſe? why ſhould I 
ſcorne the ſcowrng, inte J woulp be (et vyon the ct leſtia aue 


NN 


them that are fallen; 
I'waspreſent with a reuerent man when 2 queſtion was de- 


(Crene 


maunded ef him by a young Gentleman in diſtraction, why the ham 


Lord ſhould deny the requeſt of a man eraueing nothing, but ſuch 
a lawfull yſſue of his attempts, as that he might be knowne to be an 
honeſt man in the worldꝰ che reuerent father ſeeing the Gentle man 
far from meekenes, and full of humors did anſwere him ſmartly by 
way of demaund: why he ſhould thinke to preuayle with Gad more 
then Chriſt and all the Apoſtles who were vertuous & Godly in al 
their courſes yet could not haue thr reputationof tollerable and ho- 
neſt men: ſo your place is to follow their example by vertue and in- 
tegrety of life and if you cannot preuaile with the world, peu ſhall 
mourae fa; tight ꝛouſnes vnta God as they did and be bieſſed K. 
well now I like you, you — with ſome life and feeling quickned 
eſtate and I pray you diſcourſe ynto me a little what counſell yeu 
will giue to the afflicted in heauy plight of diſpayre? G. Indeede 
Ihaue had experience of this and of other almoſf as great, and that 
is where a man is ſo wounded with outward greefes and paine as he 
cannot feele the promiſes, though hee doth beleeue, and deſire to 


Ma:. 5. 
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feele. K. Then there is no difference at all G. O yes great: for 


as Salamon ſaich:, All ont ward ertremities may be ſuppozted by 


the inward feelings. of hope in a ſornd ſpirit: So this diſpayre 


woundeth the ſpirit and diſpoy leth the facultyes chercof; The other 
doth not ſo: but for the time of outward torment only, in reſpect of 
ſence: but for my counſell in the one and the other this it is: Firſt 
chat the afflicted man doe hring his conſcience vnta the Lawe and 


there ſimply lay downe his guilt before God, for his faylinges to- { 


wardes him: and all men without delay, and ſeeke reconcilement 
with men: and makereſtitution if hee haue wronged any eyther in 
goods or name: Deny no acknowledgement, publike or prinate, 
according, nigen or the offence? neuer ſtand vᷣpon feare 2 or. 
ſhame, or reproa of whatſoeuer ſcrupple z but as be paileth the 
returne of God and his fanoz moze then all the wozld beſide, ſoin 
ths way of his ſo;row of dune, he will abandon tre wozld foz his 
obedience, thus letting the Lord ſee that hee will quite abandon all 
thjnges, for his gratious . ſocrowing that hee can be no more 


a 
Coimſel: 
for menin 
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ſory, nor no more contrite, vet hs will vow a loperationof all va, 
nite, foz his returns and Ipu rpoſe more vpright watch, and fears 
in his way, then euer hee did: and fo concludetd A will ſiæhe thy 
thy face D L82d, and willingly imbrace to liue in this milery ſo long 
as thou in thy compaſſion ſhalt thinke fit, I dare giue this word of 
counſell for I know it is the word of Truth, and haue ſeene the com- 
fortable effects that followed, a minde thus prepared, both for eaſe 
and ſtrength: and for my owne part cular, indeede my experience 
hath beene comfortable with diuers in diſpayre, but alas it was in 
the vnreformed times of tuy life: but the Lord ſeeing it would ſettle 
no better with me, & leaſt | ſhould be guilty ofſo great and gratious 
a call, he did giue leaue to Satan to touch mein my like, ate, wilo, 
chiloꝛen, cauſes abzoad,diſpoytings at home :So inflicted vpoume 
a generall aſtoniſhment, cloſing me vp in darkenes, and with poore 
ſeduced Saul Iwas driuen in my gardẽ to beat my face look 


| | | | 3 
donbting Who art thou Leb K. I pray you proceede. G. Indeede 


cis pertinent to engage obedience in you, my ſelfe and others, for 
thcrvpon was layd before my face, the open view andfoulnes of my 
Leproſie, wherein I walked which is a chiefe matter to bee found 
in all afflitions: But it is a moze ben lwet thing to try 
ont ſelues befoze, then in the time of afflictian, foz in tentation 
fethan hath got the ſtarf, and will make heanp, and full of impoſ- 
ſibilities our beſt and mot — er Yet vnto the poore 


wounded ſoule let mee ſpeale the wordeof Truth, if thoufindethe 


grace to try and finde thy 2 feoleſt a deſire to bee purged, as 
one ſory for thy natural frailties and diſobedience , and euen deſt 
mourne, and art vnreſted for the burthen thereof: I ſay let thy 


labour and goe togsther with thy Cghes vxto God, tba be 


| willpleaſe to ew the his way, that thou may walke init, I ſay 


in tde truth of Jeſns, J date be ſhy warrauf,march and hope wel: 
K: I pray you what aſſuranee haue you of this mercy by. any ex- 
amples of thoſe that haue beencafflied. G. Yesſuchaiwect hart 
haue l beene in company of, that in the midſt of hell atheefelt, by 
a generall priuation ofall apprehenſions of God, ſodenly fitting at 
table amongſt vs (aftet that heg had put mee from him) offering to 

wg 
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imbrace him and ſaid hee was Sathan, he ſtood vp and his eyes loc- 
king vnto heaven, cryed out theſe wordes: New I beſiach the Lozd 
let me wepe one tears: I fitting by: ſaid: my brother you ſaid you 
were Sathan, from whence commeth theſe groanes to wape: he 
auſwered I cannot tell: doyce thinke (ſayd I) thatSathan hath an 

fuch compunction as to deſire to weepe, that his hart might be ſoft» 
ned? hee anſwered Ithinke as you thinke, though I feele no diuer- 
ſitie, betwirt Sathan and mee: well laid 1 deſire you of God that 
you may hold that youhave? Atan neptber receine noz hold ſaith 
de, ns; pap foz any god. thing the wozdes that he ſpoke hee ſaid 
were ſpoken onely out of iſh and guilt with Iudas that ſpeech 
E:tolde him was a very bad ſpeech, and delerued iebuke: his 
plight was this: me llept little: e te nothing , toke no reſt, bat 
dagaft, andfrighted bp and downe a parlour all the night: 


with ſome gratious intermiſons: foz his perſon as ſweet, pure 


loolce fearcfally: though hee was wonderfully well fauoured: a 

durſt not come in the Church noz bears the pzeacher, but I pnb- 

liſh and teſtiſie to Gods everlaſting praiſe, that hee rec-uered both 

grace, and ſtrength, and lived ſome 4. yearcs after to ſhew loue 
and thankfulnes, & dyed as ſweet a creature as lived (Ifay | think ſo) 
as inuocent a man. Therefore the Lord doth not euer Micr for fin: 
but to giue grace to ſome, and to fill vp the meaſure of iniquity to 
other oppreſſors: K. Ipray you fir report your conferences with 
him. G. They are too long I fearc: but if you require it, lmuſt pub- 
liſh it becauſe it tendeth directly to Gods glory & may do good vn- 
to ſome others. K. I do know it, and therefore 1 beſeech you do it. 
G. Idemaunded many things of him as whether he did loue God? 
or whether he deſired to do any thingy ſhould openly offend God 


& he would anſw ere he could not tell: F903 hedid nepthr loug noz 


bats, Then wy priuate together: I deſire d him giue me leaue to 
loue him: he anſwered whp ſhould you lone me? I replyed be- 
cauſe I ſee Chriſt crucified in your face: Aud fale him in your [pls 


tit: you are deceaued in both (ſaid hee) will yec anſw ere mee one 
| queſtion 


The ſtate 
of e deſpe · 
rate man, 


ant all the vay : be lined foz the maſt part 3. yeares in tis plight his pligut 


a yo u, in heart Ithinke as euer lived; h 5 horrors made him = per- 


Maples. 


Bradford. 


The Rayſing of, 
queſtion ſaid I? Hee anſwered he could not telli I pray giue your 
opinion (4id:T in whatplightwas Chriſt ,WShen he cryed a Gdd 
my God whp halt thoufozſaken mit: And where in is there condi- 


tion now worſe then his was then? hee was the ſonne of God (ſaid 


hee) And could not fall away as J haus done: I anſwered hee was 
the ſonne of God by nature, and yonby adoption and grace, There 
is the queſtien (ſaid he) on my part: I pray you my Brother (ſaid 
7 tell mee one thing haue you committed any e enormious 


ſinne in all your life, that may thus preſſe and wound your conſci- 


ence? Hee anſwered yes: Foz he hod fozſahen his firft lone: what 
is that ſaid I Alawtullcalling to haue gone to Cambridge, but I 
had more minde to ſtay in the country aud ſo deſpiſed my calling: 
I replyed what holines or ſervice to God, had beene in your going 
to Cambridge? rather then to ſtay in the country with your father, 
and inſtruct him who is thought weakein Religion, and vnrefor- 
med in many thinges? what calling haue 1 vnto that ſayd he? yes ſaid 


I, he that hath commaunded you to honor your father hath impo- 


ſed vpon you the care of his ſoule as much as of his body and 
herein you muſt depriue your ſe fe, of a worldly caling to C | 

tofurther your fathers ſaluation or eh you haue no true duty a 

loue: But L pray you what calling had you to Cambridge? euen that 
calling (ſayd he) that if | had gone Thad prevented this: alas poore 
ſoule (ſayd I) do you thinke that you can proeure or prevent the 
Lord in his ordinances of affliftions ? I confeſſe you provoke the 
Lord toafflityou: But iu this oʒ any other pertitular affiiton. 
Pon tannet: There is adeeper matter (ſaid he) in my hart: Ibeeſech 
you (ſaid I joueme ſo much, as let mekno:y ĩt: well ifyou wil know 
it ſaid he J haue loſt the @pirit: Ianſwered you cannot: but Iam 
ſure I haue loſt it (ſayd he: ) then you neuer had it (ſayd I) yes truly 
(ſayd be) that is impoſſible ( ſayd I) fay whom the Lo2d loueth, he 
loneth to the end: & how anſwere you the gradation ofthe Apoſtle 
Rom. 8, whom de hath elected, thoſe he hath called, inffifled, (ancti- 
fed, and gloryſled: he anſwered it is true for thoſe that be elected, 
but Tam reprobate:O beware of blaſphemy(ſayd1 )can a reprobate 


deſire to ſorrow forthe hardnes of his hart? Ipray (faydhe) anſwer - 
me 
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God ſpicrit , herein you are deceiued (ſayd I) is not the 
"fayth: of wildome: of loue meeknes, and patience, all of theſe attri⸗ 


them that are fallen. 


me, did not S ul looſe the ſi irit of God?! anſwered no: the ſpirit did 
depart from hirn: but hee loſt it not: butt · Il you mee: what ſpirit 


that was, which departed from S aul? the pirit ol grace (aydhe) 


alas you are openly deceiued (ſapd J) did not the Lord (ay that 
if S«</am-1 did tranſgrefle ge Would cozrec him with tye ſti tes of 
men but his ſpirrit he woatdnener take from bim as he did from 
Saul: marke: this word (his ſpirrit) ſayd he very true (ſayd and yet 8m 5 
yon know Salamon did fall groſly euen to idolatry, I pray you what ;,. 23. 
conceit haue you of this word his ſpirrit, which you wiſh me to re- 
member I do meane (ſayth he) the ſpirrit of adoption and grace, by 
(irrit of 


buted unte the ſpirit of Cod. ſs the ſpirit of wiſedome which Rom. 4 
Saul had, being Gods good (| irit was taken from him, the ſpirit 
of adoption he had not, and ther: fore it would not bee taken from 
him: hat ſpirit then had he le ftꝰ the ſpirit of ſotiſhnes diluſion, and 


ignorance which the Scripture in that ſame place calleth the euill 


ſpirit of God: No ( ſayth hee) that was the ſpirit of Sathan, which 


I haue: not ſo ſayd I: Sathan hath no ſpirit, but as an inſtrument to 


effect the purpoſes of Gods reuenging cuill ſpirit, which is pro- 
ucd}from the firſtof Samuel. 18. 10 and therfore the Lord: teach- 
eth vs to pray Leas vs not info temptation: and not luſfervs not 
to be led, to the end we ſhould acknowlevg and fears no power, but Mat. 6. 
the t power ſpirit of the L od only: for there is no power but Gods 
power onely, Some do vnderſtand({uyth he) the word euill in that 
etition to bee meant of Sathan and what need wee pray againſt 
im if hee haue no power? I ſay Sathan hath a conſtitution and 
Creation of enmyty againſt the Lambe, by reaſon of that redemp- 
tion that hee wrought to draw mankind out of his hands: which en- 
myty is ſo deeply infuſed into our natures by Adam as we are con- 
tinually to feare the ſnares of that captivicy, wherein we are intr ench- 
ed with his allurements: bat fog his power, be hath none no nat ſo Mark. 5 
much as 9uer a pig:and for that petition to be deliuered fro euil, we 
pray that God wilbrebuke him by thoſe temptations wliich hee will 
ring vs into: by giuing vs ä ouer him: but I pray ay 
hee 


16 


a Sam. 7 
14. 15 


2 Sam. 4 


7 he Rayſing of, 


hehwas rot Salmon an1Co!ater where was the ſpirit of God in himꝭ 
then, I ſay it was: overcd in the ymbers, and greiued exceedingly 
but not taken away, but to cleate all theſe deubts F ſay Salamon 
was afiggcr anda reſemblance of Chaiff,therefeze cguld not loſe 


tbe ſpirit of grace, foꝛ Chᷣiſt will not be reſembled in arepzobate 


againe he did excell in wiſdome all the Kings that euer was before, 
and ſince, euen til his dying day. Cderefoze neither the ſpirit of 
grace, noz wiſedome was cuer taken from him: agayne he did 
Loth Pꝛeach the woꝛd of truth touching Saluation of ths Church 
and the ende of all momentayno vanrtyts enen after he bad, 
r2cepved fruition of them all, ſo queſtionles God gaue him a good 
hart ofſorro and repentance for them: anddo you not read ſayth 
he of ſome that ſhall plead vnto God at the latter dap that they 
pꝛeached in his name did miracles and did caſt ont Deuils and pet 
Malbe retected? yes (ſayd ) but Salamon had a conenant by ſpect- 
all pzomiſc that God would not fozſake him finally, and therefore 
paſſing by his Idolatry did admit him to build the Temple ich 
be denped bnta Di foz a ſmaller offence ,but to let Salamon goe 
and come to our ſe ues how can you anſwer that ſpecch that you 
layd you were Sathan? offending the ſpirit of adoption which 
made you cry out ko2 a teare? hee anſwered, Eſau and Saul 
did feele as much as hee felt, of any goodnes. 

That is not true (ſayd 1 ) but the fault is with you that 
eu will not feele, nor confeſſe when all the company didſee 
yon labour and groaue for the hardnes of your hart: I did it 
not in fayth (Gayd hee) Iadiure you before God and Chriſt Ie- 
ſus( ſayth [) ſpeake the truth. Mas not yourdeſire from a grie⸗ 
acd ſpirit: Yes I thinke fo (ſayd hee) then ſayd I, anſwer the 
word of God vnto whom was Iſaiah (ent Iſaiah 61. the (pirif 
of tie Lozd is vpon md ec. Either now acknowledy the 
Lords comfortable grace and mercy offred vnto you or els 
you diicourage me quite heare 1 had him at a ſtand and 
pauſing a little hee ſayd where dwell you? will you goe 
home with mee (fayd1?) will you take charge of mee(layd 


ber) with „I my hart (yd I,) ſo wee continued ah 
| ome 


* 


Wa 
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them that are fallen. 


ſome dayecs till hee woulde returne agayne vnto his Father 


much ſtronger then hee was 1 thanke the Lorde: Hee 
would bewray vnto mee in our particular Conference Sathans 
inſtigation to make him lay violent handes vppon himſelfe, I 
aſked what ſcriptures, Sathan did ſuggeſt rolum? Hee aun- 
ſwered: that place of the Goſpell where Chriſt cenſureth &f- 
uing offence, with a Piiſtcne to be hanged about his necke 
and tiʒowne intothe Seas: and to auoyde all offences hee did 
talce this the neareſt way to malte an ende for he did fee nothmg, 
but offence in himſelfe out of a blaſpheamous mining ſpirit, 
wherewith hee was poſſeſſed: Then I demaun led Whether 
euen in plaineneſſe and ſingleneſſe, the feare to offend was Sa- 
thans chiefe bayte or no? and whether the induring his infeli- 
citic rather ? ee ſaid little bat hee cow'd not tell: Then you ſee 
ſaid I: Satha n hath more alurements then one, though hee can 
but wreſt the Scripture to giue thew to one onely: for to doe 
any deſperate act, in reſpe ct of the ſmart of Godsatfiition, is 
openly to defic God: to diſpute his promiſes and power: to 
ſcorne to bee hea'ed:and to renounce his truth and mercie, who 
hath bound himſclfe both by his Wozde and Dath, that he will 
be pꝛeſent in all our aff{ictions: hee will holde vs by theright 
hand, ſaping, J haue called ther by thy name, thou art mine: 
The waters (hall not dzowne the; oz the fire bucnc the : 
I/agab 43. 1, 2. 3. | 

Now for the other temptation for feare to offend: Sathan 
vou know is a lyar, and fo abuſeth the Scriptures, for: it is not 
meant of ſuch as in extreamities , and heauy diſtrafiions doe 
ſpeake weakely, and offenſiuely: but rathet of ſuch as malici- 
ouſly in concempt cf the poore (delpiſiug God who made them 
ſo) doe ſcome their heauie and pittifull plight, by impoſing 
ſome ouer heauy burden vpon them, or by way of ſcandall and 
reproach out of a ſpirit of malignitie and abiection: ] ſaid fur- 
ther J haue a bedfellow ( you may ſee her bleſſedly and 
happy lie reſtored , who through the extreamitie of diſpayre 
cloſed in feare and horror, hath faide thus vnto me: I 


F 3 pray 
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pray the Mt., hold me faſt about the hart, or elſe I ſhall cry ontꝛand 


being neare the paines of a mother: did proteſt ſhee fetncithet 
ſtrength, nor hope, hut ſſie ſhouldbee a ſhame, to her elfe, and all 
weinen, but ſpecially to tlie Golſpel! in her comfortles trauell, and 
no v liſten, and all the world admire: lying ſilent, aud in much hea» | 
uines. She ſpoke thus: (Mr fail ſhee) doeſt chou not remember, in 
the book of Martyrs, the ſtory of a man condemned to bee burnt, 
anv the morning before the time of his death. hee complained | 
of the weakenes of is Faith, and feare to wound the ehurch by his 
im atient death a poſtacy and paſſing along towards the ftake: en- 
tring Sin: thlield: hee called his friend vato him, and cryed aloud 
O àuguttine be is come. be is come: and ſo dyed cheerefully and 
Cloner, Ieyiully: Mr, ſa d ſhee i hope this glouers good will come to mee, 
well hec not? Tes I warranrthee ſweet hart ſaid I. as ſurely as hee | 
hach put thie in remembrance ot this ſtory into thy hart, ſo ſurely 
vill hee cone vnto thee, in the ſame ſort: and ſo woe vnto mee if 1 
report not the truth of his righteouſnes ( Viz) That when her paine: 
did apmoch, ſhe ſpoke theſe words videm: O Lord thou that didſt 
come vnto thy ſeruant glouer, help me thy ſeruant who only hope 
in thy mercie, and preſentl) the was filled with a ſtreaming ioy in- 
to her hart, that tlie change was ſtrange to beholde in her face, the 
gellure of lier perplexed body, in the ioyfull wordes ot her mouth 
and the teares ol her eyes: and yet till the appointed time was come, 
all the prayers geſt preachers of ot the country, could not prevaile 
for her reliefe: and 2reat reaſon: for the : ſhould he Lord haue loſt 
his praiſe, and then it would be ſaid, ſuch a preacher hith recouered 
M. ſtris Sawle,s Foꝛ wr loue to lołke no ſurther then ſecond canles: 
No no it is I ſay the the T oꝛd who ſaʒ my owne ſake will doe it, and 
will nat give my glozpto ancther: I 48. 10 But admit out 
of this intolle rable feare of liers, any feared offence had broke out 
in wordes, or catiage, ſhould wee eſteeme theſe amongſt thoſe ſo 4 
heauily cenſured offences? God forbid: But now ( ſaid I) to your 
iaſtigation to lay violent hands vpon your ſelfe. for a perpetuall re- 
buke vnto Sathan I dem2und? he ther ſuch an vnwonted infamdum, 
ugfnclum, factuui, an aR in contempt of God, of man, and all hu- 
mane 


them that are fallen, 


id mane ſocĩety (euen according to nature only. bea greater offence vr< 
to the whole world) then all the particular offences whatſoeuer ?and 
my ſweet Maples offend not tie holy one the mercifull God of iſ- | 
1 raell. The exorable, gentle, p tful Lord of heauen and earth: Car- | 
rp not the Tambe ts the crefſe againe by tnfidc lity and diſtruſt: 


1. 
in | Make not the comfozter weepe and depart: Pur en*uce for thy 
crowne take viewof the church in the Cauticles: Pow many grieſes 3 
e. 


nights, the watches and the pꝛiſons, and what ſocuer in the vio» 


* ſhe endured in ſa king her welbt lou d peſſing the date and the 5 
lence of her ſozrow crying out haue peu not ſane mp wieibeleue d: \ | 


7 | Thou wert ſure enough man (ſaid I:) The Angels baue charge F 
id of the, that one hayꝛe of thy head caunot pzrth: neither tby fot "MO | 

» | take hurt: and fo2 pzofe thercof who hath rebuked, and chained * '- 
_ | vp Sathan all this while? Why hath hee notpreuay led, to make you. pg 31.11 

N do this, not nomin ible haynous at? Who ſtill preſerued thee? ſend- | 

1 eth his ſeruants to beare thee iu their armes, in their harts, and cuen. ; 
oo | ia all their deſires to bee vnreſted by ſoliciting the Lord for thee ?- $4 
1 It can neuer bee too often reported that ſame golden com!o. table | 

* place: They that watta vpon the Load. Wall tene w their ftength r 40 

5 their wings ſhalbe as the winges e Eagles they ſhali tunnt and 30. #1 
3c not bs weary: They ſhall walke ar 5rot be faint: And why do pou N 
h not pꝛaclaime open wars, againft that hage deusaring lion. the 

e, tralouſtc you haue of the firſt vo es in Baptiſme, whe: rein you pro- 

* miſe to fogſake the woꝛld, the fleſh & the Diuel He would anſue.: 

Rf ifI cculd dothis, all were well; would. you doit? ſaid 1? yes God 


Pp knoweth ſaid he) and you are ſory that you ea: not faid I. yes indeed 
| (id he) weakly, Come then ſaid I, tervs getout of this dat k dwelling 


ph and claſpe our Redecmer, who boweth that we may imbrace him, & 
ut imbaſeth liis face that we may kiſle him, with all his pꝛomiſes 


mY fethoor 'gripps with iop e gladnes, ſealed vnto vs with yea and 
> | - Ameninthedeareprice of his bloodʒ and I beefechthe ſame Gentle 
Lordthat I may ſend you home, ſtronger man then thoucomelt vn- 


to me, and then the poore ſweet creature ſmiled, and what ioy was 
* that ſmile vnto my hart, and ] had reaſon: for he departed, and neuer 
3 was ſo very weake after, but endured meekely to the end and gay ned 


ha py 
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happy deliuerance for iſſue, K. But I pray you my Gentleman: 
how deſcribe you diſpayre, G. I take diſpayre to bee the heauyeſt 
eſtate that can befall any man jn this mortality: and thus may b ee 
diſcribed: a man foꝛſaken fs2 the time of God: cloſedinnalery, 
and darkcs, depziued of fayth, wheroby hes fhoald appzehend 
the pzomiſes of mercy and trength: conceyneth nothing, teleth 
nothing: But feare and torro by Sathans ſuggeſtons, vntil the | 
1/2iati, 8. K oꝛo returne vnto him: herein David is a liuely pattern Pal, 6 38. 
and 112. K. Mee thinkes men ſhould pray inſtantly to bee 
deliuered from this kinde of fearefull affliction? Gent. Truly 

Ithinke net: the Clay may not ſay to the potter why haſt thou 

made mee thus? bur ſince the ozder of election, is to be con- 

Jer. :o fo2med vato Cbꝛiſt by affliction, and we know the ende help 
and foz our god let vs leave tuen to the L02d, what way he will 

I'aiah. 49 plraſe to afiict vs: For hee knoweth belt how to make vs for his 
ownedel1zht, by healing our bꝛuſes, and incurable diſeaſes, and 

is more carefull of vs then we oz mother can beof our (clues: 

- Thereforeas I take it high preſumption, to pray for any particu- 

ler affliction: So I deeme it diſtruſt to ſuſpect his merciful care 

of vs, in any or all afflictions: Vt is a resſon that Bex giveth 

z lokn3 9 vpon the place of lohn. (Viz:) The Clect cannot inne fl- 
nallp, becavſe ſaith he , the ſpirit of God doth cozren and re⸗ 

ſtraine their flydinges : 3 it is that Caluyn almoſt in 

all lis Lectures, vpon the Epheſians: In his pzaper dotiz in- 

Uantip defice the Lozd foz affliction? Even ſo farre, as that 

wie being made ſtrengthleile in oor (clues : May ariſe by thy 
ſtrength O Kozv, beeing depziued of all pzide and perſwaſien 

in our ſeiues: Foz it is thou that wonndeſt, and healeſt, bzings 

elt to death, and maneſt aliue againe: I ſhould haue fainted ſaith 

: the Prophet, But that J ſou aht comfozt in thy woꝛde: There- 
Pi3.7199 foze thy woꝛde and Lative, is werter vuts me, then hony and the 
Sto. pate hong combe: O bappy time t dat euer then diddeſt affitet me: Foz 
whereas betoze J went aſtray, now mp delight is in thy Law: 
But I pray youmy Knight how came the Prophet to this an- 
chot holde of theſe promiſes? K. By his fayth: G, Very 
well 
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well ſaid: But howe came I ce to the life and experience of lis 
Faich? But by aſflicticn?- For acontemplative Faich, is but weake 
in compa iſon ot the exciciled and practiſed faith, in the changes 
of this life: Mherevpon the wiſe man biddeth men reisyte 
in the chances of aſflictions: Foz certziaely ſaith he, as goite 
is fine>in the fire, ſo are men acceptable vato God inthe fur⸗ 
nate of aſſtigion: And therfore hen the Prophet was to encoun- 
ter that huge Pluliſtine Goliat : Samuell 1. 1. From whence 
did hee gather his encouragement and comfort? But from the ex- 

rience of his former deliuer nc e iu dangers God(laith he) deliue⸗ 
red me froma Lyon and a Beare: and theretore Iwill cacouns 
ter this blaſpheaming enemy, in the name of the Lord: Lo his, for- 
mer deliuerances, did fraught him wich inuincible courage, and ſo 
preuailed. K. Lou ſay well: but that ſame example of Caluyns 
prayer is ſtrange. G. It may bee: vnto them that know not hat 
is required in their practiſe, for mortificatiou and reſurrection: but 
alow the proportion, that the Lord in afflictions is ns other wiſs a 
jadge, but as a phiſit ion and that his rods he nootberwiſe but po⸗ 
tions foz curing our inberent bzauſing and it will follow that as a 
man inthe maladyes of his body, will pray help of the Phifitian & 
his medicines, & diſcouer all his ſecret 2 and much more, 
in the ſpirituall ſecret view of his Leproſies, congealed in his ſoule? 
it is an excellent ſpeach of a father gricued no doubt, and buffer- 
ed with Sathan, O Yapulem Fapulem faith hee, why? Fortaſſis 
miſcributer vapulato: No doubt, hee was in much atflition al- 
ready, Yet deſired more as a motiue for the Lords ſpeedy re- 
turne and compaſſion, andindeede itis no ſmall comfort for a man 
to digeſt with what a long looking tender eye, and jealous affec- 
tion, the Lord watcheth ouer the atflicted: In lerimiah 30. and 
as grieue his afflicted ones, and contrariwiſe comfozt & bleſſing, 
unto ſuch as tomfoꝛt and relieue them: it is an txcellent place, 


the 3. of Zachary: Js not this a bzand , but new taken out ol 


the fire and doeſt thou watch te inflict ſozrow vppon tim; 


be Lozd rebuks the Dathan: And that ſame ſcartull revenge 


taken 
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Oſer. 2. taken of the Children from grieuing Eliſha with the words of deri- y 

f ſion: {Chat the Beares chduld pzeſently.come and denour them: 0 

Remaineth for a perpetuall and laſting glaſſe, to view and diſgeſt if 

what tender care the Lord hath over ſuch as he hath taken into his v 

owne handes, to correct and make broken harted. K: I could leaue © 

1. Kin. 23. alltotarry with you, and heare you ſtill, but I pray you conclude ti 

24, from Oſey the 5. whereyouſay you recciued your wound. G: I d 

am euen now affected much like thoſe exiled fort; who demanded tl 

how they ſhould ſing the praiſes of their God in a ſtrange Land? ſo ot 

may I lay, becing exiled from all ſocietyes; and communities; and la 

} diſcouraged by feare ofmy outward'fall in eſtate: How ſhould 1 I 
4 date to preſume to writeof this wiſtery? the higheſt fourme of all ne 
4 the Schoole: for trayning and conforming the Saints: Int I hnom 
| whom J haue truſted, 2 Tim. 12. Therefore help thou mee O t 
Lord, illuminate and teach me fo2 thy mercie, and they ſhal know ſu 
f it is thy hand, and that thou Lo2d haft none it: andhaft dealt ou 
with me accozding to thy name, bccanſe i am poze and nædy . 
my hartis waũded within me: innumerable troubies cloſe me round ce 

about, my finnc haue taken holde vpon mee, and feare, and faint- att 

"ings, weaken me, by reaſon I ſee al my enterpriſes broken: but thou dit 

my Lotd who haſt the ſoueraignty ouer all euen to aſſwage the ra- ell 

ges, & billo es of the ſeas, ariſe for the deliverance of the oppreſſed: as 

Let nat thoſe who call vpon thp name, and hane no dope but in dif 

the the L oꝛd be fo2gotten fo; ener: Neither let them be mads a by an 

wozde vnto the faliſh, by dwelling in the ada te of ſach a death, an 

as mencaft aut into the diſtaſtiug places of vnrefozmetnes, as Ho! 

into Sodom Amen. K. I pray you giue mee this prayer with {ur 

mec. G Truly I cannot report it againe worde by worde: but nei 

nov Iremember Sir, did I ſay vnto you, that Ireceyued my wound ver 

from Oſcy? K. Yes: G Then did it not well? for | thought toe 

n t vpon chat place, till I was wounded as you tolde mee: Thar oth 

the hurt of ſword, oi ſhott, I is not felt in fight : which is the you 

wound: fo I was wounded before I felt the ſmart: and (heir ſeeking but 
=: ug found it in Oſey wl ere togethet with the remedy I did re- ſent 

ceĩue the mitt, though I muſt confeſſe vnto you that I am neuer car 


w:th- 


are that them fallen: 


without feare ofſeme diſtreſſe or other: where vpon I find my ſelfe 
cenſured amongſt thoſe wicked: whoſe lea res fall bpon them : or 
{rom Salamon; Pro. 76. he that fainteth in aduerfitie, bis ſtrength 
was neuer great. K: Theproportion cannot hold: for atflicti- 
ons are reſembled vnto a ſchoole or accademy herein there is con- 
tinual attendance required of Lectures receiued, and herein pupil or 
diſciples may ſeeme to faile in his memory, & apprehenſion and nei- 
ther be accounted non proficient: nor negligent. G. Yet this ſcare 
of his vnpreparednes,tstr6 guilt: and why is he no more vigilant and 
laborious? So Salamon will taxe him: K. Well: let Salamon haue 
his right, for thar ſpirit whereby hee writ wrongethno man: It is 
not denyed but that men ſhould carry about a firme vnſhapen 
reparation vnto the whole will of God: in their attending for o- 
— — But the ſtate of mortalitie hardly affordeth ſuch a mea- 
ſure of ſtrength; andrenewed change, and haue not you ſaid, that 
our beſt ſtreng th muſt ſtand vppon the acknowledgement of our 
wantes? What preiud ce is it then vnto mee to ſubſcribe Salamons 
cenſurethat my ſtrength was neuer great? G But may not a man 
attuin* vnto ſuch a meaſure of perfection, as no alteration ſhal much 
diſmay him. K Yes I thinkewell: for the Prophet Dauid ſeemeth $6 
eſtabliſh a man ſo growne fkrong, by firing his heart vpon God, 
as no evill tivinaes no2 alterattons whatſoener ſhould groatly Pal. 112. 
diſmay bim: I thinke that place cf Salamen, is not to diſconrage 
any that labourech , but to diſcouer and condemne the effeminat 
and delicious daintines, of ſuch as defic the footeſteps of the an- 
nointed: and ſcorne to bee rebuked in tl:cir inſolent and heady ye 
lutped perſwaſious: herein they would growolde in ſinne: and 
neuer come neare the full age of God, but thinke to paſſe to hea- 
ren vpon a bed of downe: but what is this feare to diſcourage you 
to conclude, who hath beene broken with one breaking ypon an- 
other: and bound vp, and inibiaced w'thone mercy after another? 
your feare therfore is your ſtrength for y hath no other vſe in you, 
butt» deprive you of the oucrweening of your owne power: The 
ſent · nce of Salamon: is an exciting'moriue vnto the inſolent and 
car leslike that ſpeech of 8 : Fi the righteoas (hal "__ pet. 4. 77 
of 0 
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The Rayſing of, 


be ſane d, what ſhall become of the cepꝛobate: So from the ſpeech 
ol Salamon, if they who haue indnred many alfllctious falling weak 


in one ſuccceding tryall, ſhall bee deemed ſtrengthleſſe or weake? 
what ſhall become of them that arc found vtterly vnprepared ? 


and not acquainted with any common triall? So Salamon touch- 


eth not you, who arefonnd trauailing foz the recompence of 
reward, but anounceth pou bleſſed in your feare: yea, at altimes: 


for you feare not, that the Lord will faile coucnant with you, bu! 
that your euill fraile hart ſhould diſpleaſe him, with any the leaſt 
diſtruſt; is not that your feare? G. Something that way indeede. 
K. Then in the name of the Lord, preſſe forward to the conclu- 
ſion. G: Iwill and do deſite. That J may pꝛocide enen from that 
vnſhaken wozde which (hall indge at the laſt day: Iohn 12. and 
though my feeling be weak by reaſon of worldly required duties: 
for my . cauſes, & hatſoeuer wher- 
in my conlcience is exerciſed: and where - vnder I haue endured a 
long h eauy deſigned rebuke yet as you councelled very well, I will 
march on lymping as I way, and the Lord will make good that 
which wanteth: Therefore thus to the 5: of O/zy, wherin the Lord 


& > 
k « ! 


3 with the prieſts, and rulers of Iſraell, their vnfayth- 


fulncs and wilfull ſtray: nes from the werde of his commandement: 


and in the eleuenth vaſe where I meane to begin he imbradeth the 
oppreſſion and brokennes of Ephraim for falling euen · againſt his 
gwne iudgement, being miſerably wounded by his tranſgreſſions: 
ye did chule rather to obey the commandement of Ieroboam, then 
o ſeeke his reliefe and remedy at the handes of the liuing God: for 
Which. though he had Ie aboams commandement yet he could not 
be healed: Ephraim pzoceeded from ent errour to another: and 
faught vnfo Aſher, and ſent vnts Iacob King of the Aſſerians, 
yet could not be cared: Lo here was his wound, and incurible bru- 


„ehr ling: ere: 30. By conceaued indignitie whereof: the Mr. Phiſiti- 


Priſoners 


on oken of in the former conference, did ſap he would be as 
Klon vnto Ephrahim, and as a Lions whelpe vnto Iuda: and he 
would gee away and returne to bis place, how long would he be 
abſentꝭ till ghey acknowledge their fault and ſæ he vnto him; from 


this 


0 a Ge =>og me 
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them that are fallen. 
this ſcripture ſeemeth to bee confirmed that which e haue ſpo- 
ken before: That the occaſion of our Phificke and medicines is our 
wounds; the paine and ſmart wheteofſheweth vs all booteles reme· 
dyes, faue onely at the hand of our gratious healing Pluſitian, who 
letting vs ſee that us man canapply one plaiſter, and vet we will 
goe ſtrange wapes: Doth tell vs he will be a Lion: at the ſight 
"whereof all cceatures lake fo; ſafety: Heere remember the for- 2 
mer conference where the diſtreſſed man taketh hold of the Phiſiti- 
on and faith; Wile thou leaue me: Thus farre for che occaſion of af - 
fliction: Now to the cauſe: verſe 15. J wil got and re⸗ 
turns tomy place: to what ende: to mike them acknowledge Cauſe 
- their fault, and lake me (alth the Li: Lo heere is the cauſe of ; 
the fauing and healing afflition : ſtrexming from that meſtima- 
ble loue and care of God: alluring vs by hidiug himſeife as the mo- 
ther doth trom the child, to make vs ſeeke him chat we might behea- 
led ſee thertore the power and grace of his po:10ns?Firſt they work 
a quite abandoning of all forreyne ſought ayde, euen fozfluding 
' that (uperfluity ot iniquity, ſpoken of by lames euen as the good 
Phiſitian will purgeall ſuperfluous humors before hee apply his 
| medicines, and then hee maketh one wounded man ſpeake to ano- - 
ther: Come let vs returne vnfe the Lozd, fozbe bath woanded, The e. 
and he will binde vp: So his lone proceedeth not onely to heal e 
vs, but teacheth vs what is the vie of his loue, intheſe atflictions: 


and acknowledge him to be the on y ſaving healing Phiſitian: And 

abandon all the wayes of our former ſtray:ngs — endeauour our 

ſelues to know the Lord in our whole reſigned obedience, giuen 
vnto the Lords will: Thus farre for ihe vſe: For the ende: Pe Wil rea . end. 

' Koze comfozt vnto vs, and vnto as many as pitfy vs: He will 
deale vs ſoundly, his gong fozthis pzeparedas the mozning, and 1ffiah. 54, 
be ſhall come vnto vsas the very latter raine tothe earth: giue 
em-e your opinion my Knight: Whether I haue confirmed both the ler. 30. 
occalion: | he cauſe: ſhevyſe: and end of our happy and bleſſẽd af- 27 
fliction ? The Lords enacted order, for vnitivg, his affliction, vato 
our clec lion, and our elec lion, vito hs nume. K Indeed you liiue ve- 
62 ry 


that wee mull ſeeke for knowledge, to try and examine ou ſeluem (= 7 


en bee 


ſufficiently and comfortably. G. Wel then we will conclude from 
the laſt ver: of the: 2. Chapof Oſca, I will baus mercte vpon her 
that was not pitticd and lay vats them that were not my people, 
thou art my people and they ſhall (ap thon art mp Bod; 
And thus my Knight let vs ſtreyne out voices to pnbliſh 
his gratious goodnes euen ſohie at leaſt as we can 
ſce that the applauſe of our note:, and longs may 
be caryed vpon the winges of the ind vnto 
the vtmoſt quarters of the whole world. and 
all mouthes filled with the ſame of 
his truth and righteoulneſſe 
ſounding and ſinging 
Aleluiab Amen, 


* 
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ot the Booke, 


| Org griefe by mam cha ges taught, For ſenc:s doe butnarure reach, 
L the authors pen co Write; but ſpir it trut l aſpires: 
This ſame poore vndi zeſted much For this: the Vr. wages giues, 
ſo take the widd we myt ei vaine bee all other hiels: 


The dayes and times bee weuines, The Kkingd me violence ſuffer do:, 
by heauy conce ipts weight: and violence is in oyd: 

The mery neuctthmke time long. All entermilſion is plaine loſſe, 
ſuch is affections ſleight. and doth thy hold deſtroy, 


But to preuent that by no change, Pay therefore for heleeuing hurt, 
thy ime may taſt tor long: and combates crown: ettaine: 
Prep ate thy thoughts to joy in ſnatt, Abandoning aſfecti ons ſraudes, 
a preparation ſtrong. whole ende is euer vaine. 


In ſadnes dwe ll, and ſtable rule, Fot eaſe and reſt as maine deceipts, 
hold faſt and euer fare. : preuaile with moſt men much: 

That natures ſleights by plaine deceipt Zut mariage garment neuer lot, 
away all ioy will weare. 15 ſorted vnto ſuch, 


go thus thou wading feedeſt ſtill, O tharthouknewſt how ſweet a thing. 
ypon deſired ende: ta ſleepe in Ieſus armes. 
Wich patience and ioyſt to ſer, Nature ſhould neſt of vipers taſt, 
how thy twiſt length doth ſpeud, and den of hugelt harmes. 
For trucly yaine delights which paſſe, " 
thy time as neuer weary: a 
May name _—_ as — ex ſtanle, Experience reporteth. 
ne maki irit c . 
wn Obedience preuaileth. 
There ĩs ſo 8 4c cen , 
twixt na: ure and thy grace: 5 
tere the ſences ioy euen moſt, Faith N13 


there is ſnaring place. 


